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July 2013 

 Mondays 
9am Staff Meeting 

9am - Happy Hands 

 Tuesdays 
10am -  Men’s Coffee - Rosauers 

6:15pm - Bell Choir Practice. 

 

 Thursdays               

4:30pm Celebration Service Practice 
 

Weekly Happenings  
other item see calendar page—9 

A word from our pastor 2 

“Quick Notes”  3 

Around the church 4 

Mission and Ministry 5-6 

Columbia Dist. Award 7 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 8 

Calendar 9 

With so many wonderful new opportunities abounding at our church, it's hard to 

believe there could be one more.  But there is!  The Celebration Service will be 

offering a new worship experience we're calling Young@Heart.   This service 

is designed to engage children (and aren't we all children at heart) in worship through 

movement, story, humor, and reflection.  

So if you're a kid from 2 to 102, join us at 10:30 on June 30th, July 21st, and August 

18th for something new.   
 

And be sure to invite your neighbors and friends,  

and bring your grandchildren for an active and engaging time of worship. 

 

The Celebration Planning Team. 

"When we move to a new place, we bring things with us  

both in our hands and in our hearts.  
 

We can't bring every thing from our past life  

all our possessions, our loved ones, and our homeland  

so we must choose what to take and what to leave behind.  
 

Our new life in a new place will be built from the things we have brought with 

us tempered by the knowledge and memory of the past  

and forged into something that is at one time both old and new."  
 

Inscription : 

“Land of Joy and Sorrow” 
Yakima Valley Museum  

mailto:Young@Heart
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Grace and Peace to you in the name of our living and loving Savior, Jesus the Christ! 

Summer is here … the fourth of July, kids on summer break 

and people taking vacations.  What are your plans?  What 

has been your story of what summers bring to your life? 

At the last coach-pitch Little League game of the year I 

reflected with Gus Hedberg (my co-coach and vice principal 

of Hood River Middle School) that it must be interesting to 

have the rhythm of so much of our life (our school age 

years) continue on into adulthood.   

In other words so much of the early part of our lives is spent 

living within a school year calendar and then once we finish college or move on from our school age years that 

rhythm is interrupted and we begin living and working in a new way.  I thought that for Gus his rhythm would 

remain much the same – intense work during the school year with a much deserved summer off. 

Gus told me that yeah, it was interesting and yet even for him it was different.  Different both because as a vice 

principal his summers don’t involve as much time off as I was probably imagining but also because “as an 

adult with a family the rhythm of our school age years just isn’t the same.”  The lesson for me was that our 

perception, my perception, of someone else’s reality and even my own, is not always as accurate as it might 

seem.  Therefore, it is important to not just offer my own interpretation but listen to the lived reality of others 

as to influence what I think is true. 

We’re certainly living this in our life today are we not?  Many of the “truths” 

we’ve held for many years about what it means to be Lutheran, Methodist, 

Christian, faithful are now incomplete, imperfect or inadequate.  We are left in 

a place where we are needing to actively discover something new by not only 

voicing what is important to us but by listening, perhaps with new ears, to what 

is important not only to others within our church but also those we would hope 

to reach in our wider community. 

Now we’ve only entered the spring time of this new life but I suspect that the 

summer of this new life is right around the corner, as in the season in which 

our new life and disposition towards it might really grow.  Our spring has seen 

some promising beginnings, some false starts, a late frost that curtailed our 

growth but ultimately an emergence that can, with proper nourishment, lead forth tremendous growth in the 

season ahead.  The challenge for us is that we can’t be entirely certain what it is that we’ve planted. 

Nevertheless, let’s tend to this place in our life.  Let’s nourish this new beginning, this new start and let’s see 

where the Spirit of God is going to lead us next.  Let’s use our holy manners in living with one another.  Let’s 

attend to the fruits of the Spirit -  love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness 

and self-control.  Let’s practice the 8th commandment that we should not bear false witness against our 

neighbor but interpret everything they do in the best possible light.  Let’s listen to each other, listen to the will 

of our community, listen for where excitement and promise are bubbling up.  Let’s attend to this promised 

season of growth – promised both out of the goodness of God and because we, as God’s faithful people, have 

committed ourselves to this task.  And by doing this, not perfectly but with a faithful commitment to God and 

each other, maybe we’ll see this summer give birth to a tremendous new growth among us. 

May your summer and ours be bright, renewing, joyful and amazing in God’s sight. 

In Peace, 

  Pastor Andy 
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Church Yard Sale   
Saturday, August 10th  

8am-1pm.  
 

Please bring items to the church starting Monday, 

August 5th.  If the church is locked leave items by 

the front door as someone will be checking 

frequently.   

 

No adult clothing please but children's clothes are 

welcome.   

 

Sign up sheets for volunteer help will be posted in 

late July.  Proceeds from the sale go toward the 

Women's Retreat in November and may be used 

for other women's ministries and activities.   

 

If you have questions, please call:  

Marlene Lahti (541-386-1568) or  

Della Henderson (509-493-1880). 

Greg & Shelley Oates 

would like to share their 

happiness that their son, 

Jackson, is marrying 

Elizabeth Morrison on June 

29th in Wilmington, NC.  

They will make their home in Portland.  

Solar Pumpkin 
The pumpkins are growing!  

The pumpkins are growing! 
 

Now its time to mulch to keep the weeds down.   

Kids (of any age) are invited to help put down 

newspaper and mulch 

after the potluck on  

June 30.   
 

Many hands  

make light work! 

Get Connected! 

Have you seen the new 

Asbury/Our Redeemer Website 

yet? This site is being crafted 

to more clearly reflect our 

blended ministries. We will continue to maintain 

separate websites in order to emphasize the different 

denominational connections while at the same time 

creating a more uniform look and feel between the 

sites.  

Some of you may have already noticed that we have 

shared Google calendar on both websites. If you 

want to know what activities are happening in our 

life together, just check the “Calendar” tab! 

This is also a great place to view and download new 

and archived copies of our LAMP newsletter. 

Relay For Life 

Martha Hoskins will again be col-

lecting donations for Relay For 

Life - being held this year on July 

20th & 21st at Hood River Valley 

High School.  

Want to know how you can help?  

Contact Martha at 541.387.0213. 

Last Sunday’s “Food on the 4th” 

brought in 20 bags of food totaling 

208 pounds!  

In just three months you’ve 

contributed 728 pounds of food for 

FISH!  
 

Congratulations! 

Giving statements for the first-half of 2013 will 

be mailed out the third week of July 

http://hoodriverchurch.com
http://hoodriverchurch.com/calendar/
http://hoodriverchurch.com/newsletter-2013/
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Food donation for FISH 
 

Please check the dates of food items in you 

donations and follow these guideline which 

Lorinda has set for acceptable expiration dates 

of donated food. Pre-sorting and weeding out 

food items past the acceptable dates will save 

volunteers time.  
 

Some canned items do not have an expiration date these are OK and will be evaluated individually but if it 

looks really old,  it most likely can not be used. 
 

CAN GOODS - Beyond the Best Buy Date: 

 Acid foods: tomatoes, grapefruit, pineapple back to 18 months old 

 Low acid foods: meat, poultry, fish, vegetables, etc. back to 3 years old 
 

DRY GOODS  

 CEREAL: no older than 3 months from present 

 RICE, GRAINS, PASTA and BAKE MIXES: no older than 1 year back 

 

All baby food items: must be in date. Outdated items can't be used. 

 

Craig Terry 

FISH warehouse volunteer 

Property and Grounds 
 

Many hands make for easier work for all and a better 

looking property. 
 

Adopt a bed to keep it weed free. 

 Front of church (east) 

 Front of church (west) 

 Cross bed 

 West road bed (east west running) 

 West entry bed (with sign) 

 East entry bed 

 East road bed (the long one) 

 Bed in front of the office 
 

There is a sheet in the narthex which has even more jobs 

waiting to be done. 
 

There is still one open day for lawn mowing. August 

24th.   

- Craig Terry 

Joint Ministry Leadership Team 

As a result of our congregational votes on 

June 2, a new Joint Ministry Leadership 

Team is being created to help our 

congregations take those important next 

steps.   

Asbury is pleased that the following people 

have agreed to serve on this team: 

 Roger Blashfield 

 Donna Fitch 

 Jill McBee 

 Cindy Murahashi 
 

Please take a moment to thanks these folks 

who have so graciously agreed to 

serve.  They have a great deal of work ahead 

of them and will need our continued support 

and prayers. 
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Faith in Action/Stewardship Challenge for Kids and Adults! 
 

Lutheran World Relief (LWR) Offering boxes will be handed 

out on Sunday, June 30 and collected on August 25th.  
 

Multiply Your Giving! 
 

x1 - Faith in Actions will match your gift locally before 

sending it on to Lutheran World Relief!  
 

x2 -  Some generous friends of Lutheran World Relief have 

issued a challenge. They will double the value of gifts 

received — dollar for dollar — between now and August 31, 

up to a total of $171,000! 

 

That means every dollar you give to this challenge becomes FOUR dollars! 

Scenes from the 2013 Women's Retreat at Mt. Angel  

 This year’s retreat at Mt. 

Angel, “Tapestries”, was 

attended by 13 women.  

Nancy Radley and Pat Pettit 

led us during the retreat 

focusing on the tapestry of 

our lives. We had a lot of 

fun. Great fun, great food, 

and great fellowship. 
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Volunteer Opportunity! 
 

The Emergency Voucher Program, which is a minis-

try of GEM, is seeking volunteers to assist with the dis-

tribution of emergency vouchers. 

Vouchers are distributed at Providence Hospital be-

tween 12pm and 2pm. 

If you are a compassionate listener, creative problem 

solver, and feel called to serve some of the most vulner-

able in our midst, this may be the volunteer opportunity 

for you. 

Please contact Maggie Sebastian  

at  

541-387-6991  

or  

magdalyn.sebastian@providence.org 

if you are interested. 

All training sessions will take place at  

Providence Hospital, Hood River 

The Dalles Freedom/Marci’s House seeking to fill 

House Mom position.  Seeking someone who loves 

mentoring women, can set a healthy example for 

doing life, is comfortable mediating occasional 

conflict, & can balance mother & friend role.   

Responsibilities: available most evenings & Satur-

days, overseeing household upkeep, upholding 

TDFH mission/guidelines.  Room, small stipend, 

some meals included.  Call/email: 541-296-6058, 

info@tdfh.org.  Go to www.tdfh.org, “applications/

forms” for Volunteer Application. 

Fundraising Update!  
We have reached a major milestone in our progress toward starting work on 

the new FISH food bank!   

As of June 20th we have raised $507,124.38  in donations  plus $78,000 in 

pledges (includes $75,000 Lions International and $3,000 Key Bank.)  This 

brings us more than halfway to our goal of $982,506 which is estimated to 

be the cost of constructing the new building so we can start the application 

process for the larger grants.   

We have also received $94,014 of  in-kind work for legal, design, and other 

support work.  Fund raising and planning is continuing as well as the additional effort by our kids to 

provide solar panels.  

Next steps will include the construction of a wall between us and our neighbors to the east. 

If you are interested in participating in any way please contact one of our building campaign group which 

includes Craig and Kathy Terry, Betty Lou Yenne, Debby Chenoweth, Dottie Gilbertson, and Scott and 

Donna Fitch. Contact Erik Siekkinen to help with the solar panel project. 

- Debby Chenoweth  

Mother Earth Plant Sale 

Our church family celebrated Mother's Day very significantly!   In making donations for the many tomato/

pepper/flower plants on Mother's Day, we honored hundreds of mothers, including Mother Earth!    

The generosity of you made a total of approximately $400 that will go to our Food Bank solar panels.   

We thank everyone who contributed. 
 

-Audrey Bentz 

mailto:info@tdfh.org
http://www.tdfh.org
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Columbia District Award Nominee 
Annual Conference Celebration Dinner, June 21st, 2013 

 

Asbury United Methodist Church, Hood River, Oregon 
 

Lay Leader: Gigi Siekkinen 

Pastor:  Rev. Andrew Wendle 

Lay Member to Annual Conference: Cindy Murahashi  

 

Often times we think of faith development as something related to the latest class we’ve taken or the 

newest religious insight we’ve gleaned from a book we’ve read.   

 

But what if intentional faith development meant stretching ourselves beyond classes and books and 

studies…and even beyond our buildings? What if faith development meant opening ourselves up to 

entirely new partnerships with other Christians, in which our congregation risked everything for a new 

vision of how to be church? What if faith development meant making promises to ourselves about how to 

relate to each other and we agreed upon “holy manners” that we recited before each of our gatherings, 

which said we expected the best from each other, we’d be quick to praise others, we’d protect the dignity 

of everyone, and that we’d bring up the tough issues so that we could resolve them together? What if faith 

development meant raising thousands of dollars in order to feed the hungry in our community?  

 

If faith development meant these things, then you’d know what it means to be Asbury United Methodist 

Church in Hood River. Asbury UMC adopted a Joint Ministry Covenant with Our Redeemer Evangelical 

Lutheran Church of America in December of 2010 and began a whole new faith journey at that time….In 

May, on Pentecost Sunday, these two congregations voted to  create a Joint Ministry Leadership Team and 

work to create a Covenant of Union with the goal of adopting a unified vision for vital, mission-oriented 

ministry in the Columbia River Gorge.  

 

What is evident in Asbury’s faith development is that they willingly sold their church building this year to 

push their mission forward…and are now worshipping with the Lutherans in that church’s building. They 

share a pastor, and worship attendance is up from being around 40 on a Sunday when Asbury worshipped 

alone to now having closer to 100 in worship on a given Sunday.  

 

In addition, they have raised hundreds of thousands of dollars toward their goal of $970,000 to build a 

6500 square foot facility to warehouse and distribute food to feed the hungry in the region.  

 

Pastor Andy Wendle put it well in a recent communication to both congregations: “…What we are doing is 

not a change as much as it is a response to the changes going on in our world. Denominational walls are 

falling and the challenge is to reinvent ourselves, our ministries, our hearts so as to move forward in 

vibrant ministries that reach new people.” 



8 

 

Phil Jensen 

Pat Pettit 

Jean Shepherd 

1 

Bette Lou Yenne 

Skip Fowler 
3 

Ann Dow 

Constance Henderson 

Frances Woody 

10 

Cate Kyger 13 

Lisa Godard 

Marjorie Oates 

Doug Swanson 

16 

Blanche Donahue 21 

Alden Gendreau 

Nahan Koch 
22 

Danielle Miller 23 

Candace Henderson 25 

Maggie Ishizaka 27 

Evan Jacobson 29 

Rick & Jill McBee 12 

Robert & Margaret Godard 17 

Jim & Marjorie Oates 20 

George & Ingrid (Flanders) Bentz 29 

GARDEN REPORT:   
 

FOOD BANK GARDEN REPORT:  The garden is looking 

good in comparison to last year at this time.  The onions, 

carrots and potatoes appear to be ahead of schedule.  With 

some much-needed warmth, the squash will catch up.  Some 

hills have been replanted three times.  The pocket gophers 

have not made their presence known to date. 

Although it appears that the weeds are under control, there is 

a continual need for weeding.  We continue to meet Tuesday 

afternoons for an hour, sometime between 4 and 6 p.m.  As 

always, your participation will be appreciated. 

With our permission, our neighbor John Hergenrather of 

Good News Gardening is raising a test-plot of a South 

American corn variety within our annual rye grass cover crop 

area (eventual site of the FISH Food Bank building drain 

field).   

This is a variety raised by the 

ancient Incas and is of 

historical significance.   

He will share his results with 

us. 

An Easy Recipe  

Tested and approved!  (by Andy Wade)  

CROCK POT SESAME CHICKEN 
 

1 1/2 pound boneless/skinless 

chicken breasts 

1/2 cup honey 

1/4 cup soy sauce 

2 tablespoons dried onion 

2 tablespoons ketchup 

1 tablespoon oil 

1/2 teaspoon garlic powder 

2 teaspoons cornstarch dissolved in 3 

Tablespoons water 

Sesame seeds 
 

Put chicken into crock pot.  

Combine honey, soy sauce, onion, ketchup, 

oil, and garlic. Pour over chicken.  

Cook on low for 3-4 hours or on high 1 1/2 

– 2 1/2 hours, or just until chicken is 

cooked through.  

Remove chicken from crock pot, leave 

sauce.  

Dissolve 2 teaspoons of cornstarch in 3 

tablespoons of water and pour into crock 

pot. Stir to combine with sauce. Replace lid 

and cook sauce on high for ten more 

minutes or until slightly thickened.  

Cut chicken into bite size pieces and return 

to crock pot - can leave chicken in and 

simmer on low or serve.  

Sprinkle with sesame seeds and serve over 

rice. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed        Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

9am Staff Mtg 

9am Happy Hands 

2 
 

10am  

Men’s Coffee @ 

Rosauers  

3 

9am WELCA  

Quilting 

4 

 

5 6 
9am Women’s 

Spirituality Group 

7 

9am Trad. Worship 

10am Fellowship 

10:30am “Young @ 

Heart” Service 

8 

9am Staff Mtg 

9am Happy Hands 

 

4:30pm FISH Bldg 

Project Mtg. 

9 
 

10am  

Men’s Coffee @ 

Rosauers  

 

7pm - ORLC 

Council meeting 

10 11 

 

 

 

 

4:30pm Celebration 

Worship Practice 

12 13 

14 

9am Trad. Worship 

10am Fellowship 

10:30am “Young @ 

Heart” Service 

15 

9am Staff Mtg 

9am Happy Hands 

16 
 

10am  

Men’s Coffee @ 

Rosauers  

17 

9am WELCA  

Quilting 

 

 

6:30pm Asbury 

Council Meet-

ing 

18 

 

 

 

 

4:30pm Celebration 

Worship Practice 

19 20 
8am Men's 

Breakfast @ 

Charburger  

 
Relay for Life 

21 

9am Trad. Worship 

10am Fellowship 

10:30am “Young @ 

Heart” Service 

 
Relay for Life 

22 

9am Staff Mtg 

9am Happy Hands 

 

LAMP News 

DUE 

23 
 

10am  

Men’s Coffee @ 

Rosauers  

 

2pm WELCA 

Bible Study 

24 25 

 

 

 

 

4:30pm Celebration 

Worship Practice 

26 27 

28 

“FOOD on the 4th!” 
 

9am Trad. Worship 

10am Fellowship 

10:30am “Young @ 

Heart” Service 

29 

9am Staff Mtg 

9am Happy Hands 

30 
 

10am  

Men’s Coffee @ 

Rosauers  

31 1 

11am GEM 

 

 

 

 

4:30pm Celebration 

Worship Practice 

2 3 
9am Women’s 

Spirituality Group 

 


