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Our New Pastor - Pastor Jim Flachsbart 

Please give a warm welcome to our interim pastor, Pastor Jim 

Flachsbart.  Bishop Dave and Rev. Steve Ross presented him to both 

Councils and the JMLT on Sept 17th. assuring us that Pr. Jim has the 

personality and skills that our church so badly needs at this time. 

After an hour or more of conversation, the two Councils and the 

JMLT unanimously accepted Pr. Jim to serve our joint congregations 

of Asbury United Methodist Church and Our Redeemer Lutheran 

Church here in Hood River. Pr. Jim is ready to begin!!!! 

Pr. Jim  grew up in  St. Louis and is a graduate from Concordia 

College and Christ Seminary. From 1978 - 1998  he was pastor for 

two long terms in Lutheran  parishes. He then trained and specialized 

for interim pastor calls. We will be his twelfth appointment of this 

kind.  He brings a great deal of experience in helping congregations 

like ours transition between long term pastors and a great sense of 

humor. He is excited to be part of a joint congregation with so many vital ministries. He hopes to 

bring a sense of calm, to help us heal, and to help us embrace our union.  

On September 29th,  Pr. Jim will attend our Sunday Services as a visitor. He will begin his contract on 

October 1st and will be in the pulpit for the first time on Oct 13th. His home is in Oregon City with 

his wife who is a Child Development Specialist. He will use the apartment  

in the Outreach House for overnight stays. 

 

Please introduce yourselves and do all you can to enable Pr. Jim  

to quickly discern our needs and help us move forward in the  

hands of God.  
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Joint Ministry Leadership Team 

Your Joint Ministry Leadership Team has been hard at work drafting a set of by-laws 

that will govern our life together. These will be published as planned on September 

29th. We chose to draft by-laws instead of a formal Covenant of Union because we 

hope that the simple language of the by-laws will be clear, concise, and easy to 

comprehend. Throughout the drafting process we have been advised by Bishop Dave, 

Rev. Steve Ross and  Rev. Sue Kintner.  We look forward to assistance from our new, 

Pastor Jim Flachsbart,  beginning in October. 

We are very excited about the collaboration and bonding that has occurred among the members of our team 

and we hope this document reflects the ecumenical spirit that touched us all as we wrote these. Our hope and 

aspiration is that you will read and embrace these by-laws and then attend one of our Listening Sessions on 

October 9 or October 13 to offer any thoughtful suggestions you might have for changes or amendments. 

A few important things to note before you start reading: By-laws are like the framework and foundation of a 

house. Since they can only be changed by vote of a 2/3 majority of members we don’t want to include minute 

operational details in the by-laws. Instead, those more specific issues will be addressed in policies and 

procedures or handbooks. We are still working on the handbooks and hope to have at least one example ready 

very soon.  

Also, please know that we looked at many other examples of federated church by-laws and want to share that 

there are many, many other federated churches out there across America; some of these federations have been 

in existence for more than forty years! That is very inspiring to us. 

This process of joining two denominations is a lot like learning to dance with a new partner. There may be 

some sore toes or missteps but eventually the dance will become smooth and fluid after we practice, especially 

if we do so with open mindedness and mutual respect. 

There is an old Girl Scout song that uses the words: “Make new friends, but keep the old. One is silver and the 

other gold.” Your leadership team is attempting to weave the gold and silver threads into a lovely quilt, sewn 

with dexterity and grace. Keep us in your prayers as we engage in this important work. We look forward to 

seeing you at one of our listening sessions! 

Blessings to all of you, 

 

Jill McBee, Chair 

Roger Blashfield 

Donna Fitch 

Mari Matthias 

Cindy Murahashi 

George Panteley 

Jean Sheppard 

Bob White 

For those of you who missed the excellent presentations: 

“Learning About Lutherans” by Bishop Dave (9/11) and “Meet 
The Methodists” by Steve Ross (9/18),  

there are DVD’s of the presentations available in the church 
office.  Everyone is encouraged to take advantage of these 
informative and inspiring talks that will help us move forward with 
the AUMC/ORLC Joint Ministries.  Both of these videos have 
such good content that they could be used in a group study. 
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Things are Hopping! 

Are you planning to use church 

space for your group/gathering?  

Please schedule your meeting through Jennifer in 

the church office to ensure there’s a space for you!  

People of  Faith  
are invited to gather to 

lift up Children in 
Prayer Oct. 20th

 

 

Various leaders in our community 

will be lifting children up in prayer in a special 

service around various issues children in Hood 

River County face on a daily basis.  

Both music and spoken prayers will compose 

this one hour service set to start at 4:00pm at 

Hood River Valley Christian Church 975 Indian 

Creek Road.   

Let’s support our children in prayer by our pres-

ence on October 20th.  

Childcare provided for children up to 4yrs. 

Women of  Our Redeemer -Asbury:    
 

WELCA (Women of the ELCA) will have its 

fall meeting and potluck on  Saturday, October 

12th from 10am - noon at the church.   
 

If for any reason you can't make it to the meeting, 

please join us  for the potluck and fellowship 

beginning about 11am.   
 

Beverages and bread will be provided.   
 

All women are welcome and we hope to see 

you there. 

The Celebration planning team is 

excited to extend the Young@Heart 

services into our regular schedule.    
 

The Young@Heart service will take 

place on each "5th Sunday" - 

September 29th, December 29th and March 30th.   
 

We will then evaluate the possibility of having it 

once a month during the summer. 

 

From the Celebration Planning Team  

Food on the Fourth   

Congratulations once again! This past Sunday you 

joined together to donate 16 bags of food totaling 

183 pounds for the FISH Food Bank - donation so 

far this year have now topped 1,000 pounds! 

 

Did you receive your DRAFT bylaws from the 

Joint Ministry Leadership Team  
 

If not, please pick up a copy in the foyer.  

Women’s Retreat - 2013 

Nov. 8-10  

Canon Beach Retreat Center 
 

This year will be a book study on “Gifts From the 

Sea”, by Anne Morrow Lindbergh.  

Please see Kris White, Cheri Anderson, of Jennifer 

Fowler for more information 

Hood River Warming Shelter 

The LEOS - the high school youth organization 

connected to the LIONS Club, has raised money for 

the Warming Shelter for the past three years.   This 

year they are doing it again!!!   Please save all your 

recyclable cans and bottles and take them to the 

Rosauers parking lot on  Saturday Oct 5th 

between 9am and 1pm.   

Thanks for helping in this way and by the way pass 

the word along to your friends. 

HRWS: http:hoodrivercares.org  
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Faith in Action 
 

 Our August change boxes from children for Lutheran World Relief yielded 163.31 which was doubled by 

FIA, sent to LWR who also doubled it, growing our contribution to $653.24. Helping others learn to help 

themselves! 

 Several people in our congregations are participating in the Crop Walk 

Sept. 21 which benefits food related organizations, including FISH. 

 Another food related service project is being planned, though details 

are not completed. 

 School Grant applications will be accepted by the end of October, 

which help offset costs for teacher’s out of pocket expenses, and 

monies for special projects. 

 September 29 is designated giving Sunday, designated for Malaria via the respective 

church ELCA relief and UMCOR. Our goal is to help cut children’s death rates from one 

child per minute to much less than that. A video presentation will help understand the 

distribution accomplished through donations. 

 Items remaining from our Green Light project have been offered to Habitat for 

Humanity in the Gorge, who are fulfilling requests for individuals who need help to make their home 

functional enough for them to ‘age in place’. Ramps have been built, but some weather proofing issues are 

also being addressed. 

 We hope to make the recipes for cleaning agents available to those in our congregation to use at home, 

saving money as well as helping the environment. Left over bags from the project are used to transport 

food collected from Food on the Fourth to the FISH building. We just exceeded 1000# to date! Keep it 

coming and the community thanks you. 
 

Our next meeting will be October 7 at 10:15 in the fellowship hall. Speak with any one of us with ideas for 

outreach or questions you may have. 

Sharon, Gigi, Debby, Linda, Vicki, Betty Shalhope 

FISH FOOD BANK GARDEN REPORT:   

Vegetables harvested and delivered to the Food Bank as of September 18th 

total 1,186 total pounds of produce. Carrots, 244 lbs.; cucumbers, 200 lbs.; 

onions, 113 lbs.; potatoes, 411 lbs.; squash, 25 lbs; tomatoes, 22 lbs. 

I has been a good year for cucumbers with less than 20 feet of row producing 200 pounds.  The squash will be 

taken out after it finishes maturing.  The carrots and potatoes will continue to be removed 

when needed by the Food Bank. 

Thanks to everyone for helping this season.  We will continue to meet on Tuesday 

afternoons between 4 and 6 p.m. to harvest and prepare the garden for winter.   

Come join us, or contact Alan Yenne, Craig Terry or Scott Fitch for other work times. 
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Reverend Steve Ross gave an affirming presentation on Wednesday 

evening, Sept 18th about the unexpected positive effects of what happens 

when churches merge.  One of the positive effects was an increase in 

dialogue between different groups within the combining congregations.  

This then led to increased dialogue between the members of the church 

and the “non-churched” community.  In that spirit, a group of us who 

were on a two-day retreat are attaching a letter that we wrote.  The 

focus of the retreat was the letters of Paul.  We also discussed our 

perception of issues in our church.  At the end we wrote a letter to the 

congregation of Asbury/Our Redeemer in the style of Paul’s letters.  We 

offer this with the hope that the letter will increase the dialogue among 

us about who we are as a community of faith.  After you read this letter, 

you might find it useful to read Galatians  in order to see how successful 

we were in representing Paul’s style. 

 

A Letter to the Churches (in the style of  the Apostle Paul) 

We, seven men on retreat at Morning Song Acres, and our spiritual leader, Myrin Bentz, send our greetings to 

you, the faithful Christians of Our Redeemer and Asbury churches.  We greet you with the grace and peace 

poured out onto our lives by God, the one known as I AM WHO I AM.  It was God’s presence in the burning 

bush that consecrated Moses.  It was God’s presence that led the Son of Man to die on the cross and to be 

raised from the dead for our sins. 

As a group we have studied the words and letters of Paul, also known as Saul, who persecuted the Christians, 

supported the stoning of Stephen, and who, after being visited by Jesus, became a Christian who welcomed 

Gentiles to the miracle that Christ had brought into our world.  We are writing a letter to you in the words that 

we think Paul would use in addressing the new church that you are trying to form. 

You are struggling with many tasks as you attempt to form an identity.  First, you represent different traditions 

with different names.  Forget traditions. They are like the laws of old.  It is through the gift of faith that change 

will occur, and, it is through faith that you can transform yourself into a united body.  Faith, and your actions 

based on faith, are what matter.  The ultimate commandments are that we love God and that we love one 

another.  There are no commandments, no greater principle to guide our values, than these.  Second, as 

children of I AM WHO I AM, you need strong leaders whose certainty gives you a sense of direction.  You 

lost your leader who brought you this far.  The sense of loss is like having Moses die before he was able to 

bring his people into the Promised Land.  This event has increased your insecurities and your distrust of each 

other.   Have faith that you can move forward.  Faith can help you form the new identity that you need. 

As we read in Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians:  “It wasn’t so long ago that you were mired in that old stagnant 

life of sin.  You let the world, which doesn’t know the first thing about living, tell you how to live.  You filled 

your lungs with polluted unbelief, and then exhaled disobedience.  We all did it, all of us doing what we felt 

like doing, when we felt like doing it, all of us in the same boat.  It’s a wonder God didn’t lose his temper and 

(Continued on page 6) 



6 

 

do away with the whole lot of us.  Instead, immense in mercy and with an incredible love, he embraced us.  

He took our sin-dead lives and made us alive in Christ.”  [Ephesians, start of Chapter 2, from THE 

MESSAGE] 

Your danger is your tendency to become side-tracked by dissension, conflict, and the human, but empty 

desire to be in control.  Let faith control you.  All of us tend to forget that this is not our church, but that the 

church is the body of Christ that belongs to Christ.  Relinquish your identity to the one known as I AM WHO 

I AM.  Like God’s name, you cannot understand God.  Trying to act like you understand God is fruitless.  

You cannot dictate one and only one way regarding how I AM WHO I AM wants you to worship, or one and 

only one way to sing God’s praises.     

We end our letter with the request that you focus on the joy of faith and that you unite as a community whose 

mission is to reach out to those around you.  You have accomplished a great deal in the last two years.  You 

can celebrate the common grounds that brought you together.   

We, the seven men on retreat, offer to you the lines from a poem that we discussed. “So now we greet you, 

not as the world send greetings, but with our profound esteem and with a prayer that for you, now and 

forever, the day breaks, and the shadows flee away.” [Author unknown]   

“May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with 

you all.”  [2 Corinthians 13: 14]  

(Continued from page 5) 

From the Narthex 

Life is about choices. How should we lead our families? Manage 

our finances? Handle relationships? The Book of Proverbs 

contains a vast collection of wisdom that was originally written 

to provide answers to these questions for the Israelites. Even 

today, many centuries after the proverbs were compiled, they 

offer practical, insightful guidelines for almost every aspect of 

personal conduct and cautions about the perils and temptations of 

daily life. They emphasize the teaching of knowledge and good 

sense to the young. The key principle being the beginning of 

knowledge is “fear of the Lord”, the one who gives wisdom.  

Viewing the exhibit of 17 Proverbs, rendered in expressive calligraphy by Timothy Botts, gives us a chance to 

observe and reflect on the startling relevance of these ancient maxims to our lives.  

Bott’s calligraphic interpretation of the Best Loved Bible Verses, framed by Jill McBee, will also be hung in 

October. Find and share your favorite. 

There are possibilities for everyone to contribute and participate in this ministry. Please contact a committee 

member if you are interested in giving assistance in some way. The Arts committee: Audrey Bentz, Linda 

Borus, Dorothy Gilbertson, Jill McBee, Cindy Murahashi, and Betty Yenne will have their first meeting 

October 10th. You are welcome. 

Betty Shalhope 
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ORLC has had a very long history in recycling going back 

almost before my time in coming to the church. LeRoy Ramm 

and family had the youth collecting cans, bottles and other 

materials to help in financing  youth projects but also to plant 

the seeds of social responsibilty. Those seed took effect and the 

recycling concept has been carried forward by many people in 

our congregation throughout the years. 

 

We try to keep the recycling simple but it isn't always so, just 

when you think you've figured it out some market in the world changes and then the rules change too. Something that 

started as a good idea and trend  is now  driven by a big worldwide economy. 

 

I've added a new recycling can which if you look closely list nearly all the material we can recycle either here in Hood 

River or at Far West Fiber in Portland. Please read the information sheet on the can since not all plastic can be recycled 

and it too must be sorted by number which I do before taking it to Far West. Presently I don't  use the local service since 

it would require getting it out to the curbside which is not practical for us. 

 

The following is recycled: 

 Aluminim cans, pans, foil 

 Metal cans rinsed out 

 Glass containers rinsed out 

 Newspaper 

 Paper but no food soiled paper items 

 Cardboard packaging 

 Cardboard, corrigated  (don't suff into can but sit     

              it next to the recycle can. 

 

 THE GOOD (recyclable) - Plastic by the numbers 
 

# 1 PET or PETE: polyethylene terephthalate is used in 

many soft drink, water, and juice bottles. It's easily recycled, 

doesn't leach clear only no black 

 

#2 - HDPE: high-density polyethylene is used in milk jugs, 

detergent and shampoo bottles, and, because it hasn't been 

found to leach.. It has also has not been found to leach, and is 

widely accepted and easily recycled. 

#4 - LDPE: low-density polyethylene is used most plastic 

shopping bags, some cling wraps, some baby bottles and 

reusable drink & food containers. It hasn't been found to 

leach. 

#5 - PP: polypropylene can be found in some baby bottles, 

lots of yogurt and deli takeout containers, and many reusable 

food and drink containers (you know, the Tupperware- and 

Rubbermaid-types). It hasn't been found to leach. 

THE SO SO but recyclable 

#7 - Everything else, and this is where the waters get a bit murky. First, and perhaps most notably, #7 includes 

PC, or polycarbonate, which has been making headlines lately because it's used in Nalgene's reusable water 

bottles and has been found to leach bisphenol A, a hormone disruptor that mimics estrogen; as such, Nalgene is 

switching to HDPE, a less harmful plastic.                                                                                    (cont. on next page) 

 

 Drink cans and bottles (soda, water) with OR 5 

cent deposite stamped) Please do not crush, 

crunch or otherwise mess them up since the 

barcode reader will reject them. I turn them into 

the Lion Youth collection first Saturday each 

month. 

 Plastic bottles, packaging, bags  
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Jessie Schliebe 2 

Marlene Lahti 7 

Nathan Boris 10 

Robert Godard 17 

Donna Gray-Davis 19 

Cory Saenz Hart 22 

Taylor Bentz 28 

David & Ann 

(Schiering) Hancock 
10 

Wendy Willow & Kevin 

McNevin 
17 

John & Jana Jacobson 26 

Craig & Jean Shepherd 30 

(“Recycling 101” cont. from previous page) 

 

THE BAD (can not be recycled) 

#3 - PVC: Vinyl or polyvinyl chloride is a bad, bad plastic. Soft PVC often contains and can leach toxic 

phthalates, and can also off-gas chemicals into the air. It's used in some cling wraps (yikes!), many children's 

toys, fashion accessories, shower curtains, and detergent and spray bottles. To top it off, PVC isn't recyclable, 

either. 

#6 - PS: polystyrene is used in takeout food containers, egg containers, and some plastic cutlery, among other 

things. It has been found to leach styrene--a neurotoxin and possible human carcinogen--and has been banned in 

cities like Portland, Ore. and San Francisco. Still, it persists and is not often recyclable in curbside programs, 

though some recycling centers will take it. These are the infamous clamshells that all those goodies are packaged 

& bought for coffee hour. 

#6 - Stryofoam packing. Hard to find a place that will take it. Try to avoid buying anything using it. Locally, it 

is treated as trash. 

Plastic shopping bag can go to the local grocery outlets but no longer is at Far West Fiber who would also take 

pallet wrapping film. Usable bags can also be used by FISH. 

 

Also, please do not put food contaminated paper plates or drink cups into recyling. The composte bin can't be used for 

them either. Sorry it's just trash. 

Yes we do generate BIOHAZARD WASTE and it can't 

just be thrown in the garbage as we are sometimes want 

to do 

CFL and florense light tubes 

Cleaning products Almost all cleaning products, please 

read the label before tossing out. 

Lawn poisons (I personally don't like them or use them 

but for those that do; dispose of them responsbly.) 

Oil and old gas. 

Batteries: Need to be recycled not tossed into the trash. 

So what should you do? I have a waste can in the shed that is for these items only. BIOHAZARD WASTE RECYLING 

is done only 4 times a year in Hood River county and I keep the schedule for emptying that continer as needed. 

I hope this has been helpful for you in dealing with our recycling efforts. 

Thank you for your participation in doing the right thing. 

C Terry 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 
September 29th 

JMLT publishes 

bylaws  

 1  Pastor Jim   

      begins! 
 

 

10am  

Men’s Coffee @ 

Rosauers  

 

 

5:15pm Ukulele class 

6:15pm Bell Choir 

2 

9am WELCA  

Quilting 

3 

11am GEM 

 

 

4:30pm Celebration 

Service practice 
 

6pm Choir Practice 

4 5 
9am Women’s 

Spirituality 

Group 

6 
 

9am Trad. Worship 

10am Fellowship 

10:30am Celebration 

Worship 

7 

9am Happy Hands 

 

10:15am Faith in 

Action 

8 
 

10am  

Men’s Coffee @ 

Rosauers  

 

 

5:15pm Ukulele class 

6:15pm Bell Choir 

9 

JMLT 

Listening 

Sessions & 

Potluck 

10 

 

 

4:30pm Celebration 

Service practice 

 

6pm Choir Practice 

11 12 

10am 

WELCA 

General 

Meeting 

13 Pastor Jim’s 

first service with us 

 

JMLT Listening 

Sessions & Potluck 
 

9am Trad. Worship 

10am Fellowship 

10:30am Celebration 

14 

9am Happy Hands 

 

4pm FISH Project 

Mtg. 

15 
 

10am  

Men’s Coffee @ 

Rosauers  

 

 

5:15pm Ukulele class 

6:15pm Bell Choir 

16 

9am WELCA  

Quilting 

17 

 

 

4:30pm Celebration 

Service practice 
 

6pm Choir Practice 

18 
LAMP 

Newsletter 

items due 

19 
8am Men's 

Breakfast @ 

Charburger  

20 
 

9am Trad. Worship 

10am Fellowship 

10:30am Celebration 

Worship 

 

4pm “Lift up 

Children in Prayer” 

21 

9am Happy Hands 

22 
 

10am  

Men’s Coffee @ 

Rosauers  

 

2pm WELCA Bible 

Study 

 

5:15pm Ukulele class 

6:15pm Bell Choir 

23 24 

 

 

4:30pm Celebration 

Service practice 
 

6pm Choir Practice 

25 26 

27 
 

9am Trad. Worship 

10am Fellowship 

10:30am Celebration 

Worship 

 

2pm Thrivent Kids! 

28 

9am Happy Hands 

29 
 

10am  

Men’s Coffee @ 

Rosauers  

 

 

5:15pm Ukulele class 

6:15pm Bell Choir 

30 31 

 

 

 

 

4:30pm Celebration 

Service practice 
 

6pm Choir Practice 

Nov. 1 Nov. 2 
 

9am Women’s 

Spirituality 

Group 

 

 


