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5:00 family friendly Service  

Children's choir, bells, lots of carol singing, and candle lighting 

 

7:00 service  

Traditional lessons and carols with communion and candle lighting  
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Dear Friends, 

It is a season of preparation, and that preparation takes many forms. We have to prepare 

for the weather. We make sure our tires are up to snuff, that our radiators are filled with 

good antifreeze, that we’ve got the chains stowed in the trunk. We make sure that the 

house is buttoned up for the winter, the wood is stocked, and the snow shovel is handy. 

We make sure everyone in the family has a good winter coat, a pair of gloves that fit, and 

a cozy hat. 

We might prepare for visitors. We make sure the guest beds have clean sheets and the bath-

room has fresh towels. We make sure the refrigerator and pantry are stocked with every-

thing we need in order to prepare our special meals. Perhaps we make sure we have all the 

ingredients for those favorite holiday beverages. 

 

We prepare for gift-giving. We check our lists and our budgets. We keep track of 

where and when there are sales. We make sure we’ve got just the right thing for 

everyone. We make sure we get everything wrapped or shipped or set aside so that 

the recipient will get it at the right time. 

We prepare at work. Which days are we going to be able to take off? What will we 

have to get done ahead of time so that we’ll be able to be relaxed on vacation? Do 

we have to prepare for a holiday rush? 

 

But in the midst of all of this preparation, what can we do to prepare for the heart of the season; what do we do 

to prepare for the coming of the Christ child? ‘Prepare the way of the Lord,’ John the Baptist says. ‘Make his 

path straight.’ What can we do to prepare the way? What can we do to clear the path? 

There are some traditional answers to these questions: public worship, both in word and in sacrament; family 

and private prayer; searching the scriptures; fasting; giving alms; doing works of charity and justice. You will 

have to decide what makes the most sense for you, how God is calling you to prepare the way. But prepare the 

way we must, for the homeless child of Bethlehem, of the refugee in Egypt, the Son of the living of the God. 

Yours servant in Christ, 

+Pastor David 

 

    

 

                   

Pastoral Emergencies 541-399-9020  daviddmking@gmail.com 
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Update from the Board Chair 

There is so much going on at Asbury Our Redeemer!   

The Youth Group is planning a trip to the national triennial ELCA youth gathering in Detroit this coming 

August so look for upcoming activities to help fund their trip.  Happy Hands has started a fund raising pro-

ject to move the bell from the former Asbury church.  An architect will be preparing a proposal to hang the 

bell and develop a patio in the front of the church to merge with the plans for the sidewalks around the new 

FISH building.  Construction is going well on the food bank but inevitable weather impacts have caused some 

delays in getting the roof on. I expect completion to be late February.  A group of church and community 

members has met and is starting a process to plan how our entire property can be a support to programs that 

will be going on in the food bank educational space. Representatives from Gorge Grown, the Extension Ser-

vice, Master Gardeners, Good News Gardening, and other interested parties will be working on a plan which 

will be shared with the church before final approval.  Many of the older shrubs will be removed before this 

spring so expect some temporary upheaval and disarray as we continue to improve our landscaping. If you are 

interested in taking part in the planning please see me and I will get you on the list for notification of the 

meetings. 

The board and SPRC have decided to use a survey of all church members to help us in defining who we are 

and where we need to go in our partnership. The current covenant calls for a decision by December 2015 on a 

way forward.  The survey which was developed by the ELCA, using input from work by the Methodists on 

church vitality, will be conducted sometime in the next couple of months.  The results help us evaluate our 

relationship to God, each other, and to the community. Another congregation that has taken the survey will 

help use talk through what the results mean. This is an important step as we clarify our mission in the gorge. 

Once we have done this then we can take on the issue of the name of our church and how we continue on in 

our mission work and worship together. 

The budget and finance group is meeting in the next 2 weeks to develop the budget for 2015. It will then go 

to the board for approval. If you have items that need to be included in the budget, please get them to Jean 

Sheppard, Shelly Oates, or me as soon as possible.  We have had a good year so far. Each month the in-

come has been slightly ahead of outgo, with the exception of the reimbursement for moving expenses for the 

pastor. (The Methodist Conference paid ½ and we paid ½.)  At the beginning of the year ORLC and Asbury 

each put $ 5,000 in the budget and this remained untouched until the moving expenses were covered.  The 

Asbury trustees have covered the costs of repair and upgrading the parsonage, out of the money received 

from the sale of the church. The majority of the work has been done with the exception of exterior painting 

and a new roof which will be done next spring or summer. 

Debby Chenoweth 

ANNUAL MEETING 

JANUARY 11, 2015 

10:45 

Potluck 
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Faith in Action/Stewardship met in early November where we 

planned our designated giving Sunday/5th Sunday offering. Goal: 

to support the regional Voucher Program, which is now run out of St. Mark’s during the day. This Gorge Ecu-

menical Ministries program is supported by the regional churches to help people with emergency financial 

needs. 

November 16th we co-hosted the coffee hour with the quilting group, which we will do about 5 times a year. 

We chose to augment the Bazaar this year with the offering of purchasing alternative gifts. We will help by 

being present to explain to those attending who is being offered through the Lutheran Good Gifts catalogue, 

which reaches out to people all over the world. In addition, the church education groups with be given the op-

portunity to save money to purchase an animal of their choice which in turn will help to support a family in 

another part of our world. Also available will be ‘earth friendly’ gift items for you to purchase, some we have 

made. Come to see what’s available!! 

Our effort to help our community in Care of the Earth, by being good stewards of what we consume and dis-

pose of, will continue as it has, but this is a reminder to be especially aware of the amount of ‘throw away’ 

items included in gifts purchased at this time of year.  

Styrofoam is continually collected an taken to recycling in Portland, as well as the ‘clamshells’. Thank you 

Craig Terry and the Pantely’s! Styrofoam ‘peanuts’ are gladly accepted at UPS or Mail Box Solutions, where 

they will reuse them for packing. We have building plans and designs, but need a builder for our storage shed 

on the property. If anyone would be willing to build a rather simple structure for this purpose, please see Deb-

by or Gigi. 

Currently, we are discussing the possibility of having a Lenten Study, which we will lead. 

Looking forward to the completion of our Food Bank next door, we also hope to help plan some community 

involved informative sessions or classes on subjects of interest. 

Please check other pages of this newsletter for information on some of the many efforts of this committee, and 

how we are ‘working’. 

Join us for our next meeting December 15 at 10:30 in the office rooms. 

Sharon, Debby, Linda, Gigi, Pat P. & Vicki 

Faith In Action  
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YOUTH NEWS 

2015 Winter Youth Retreat 

I hope you can come to Snow Camp with us in January! Below are some basic 

facts. A Permission form, Packing List, and Behavioral Expectations were 

emailed. All forms need to be completed and returned to me by December 14th in 

order to participate. Please give me a call at 541-436-4426 if you have any ques-

tions. Blessings, Melissa ! 

When? 4:15pm, Friday, January 30th through 5:00pm, Sunday, February 1st ! 

Who?  Youth in grades 6-12 ! 

Where? Suttle Lake United Methodist Camp in Sisters, Oregon ! 

What? Sledding, hot cocoa, games, music, delicious meals, and Christian fellowship! ! 

Why? Because it’s fun!!!! ! 

How? Through our families, church and Camping Ministries ! 

How much? $85 per youth ! 

Registration? 

• Youth Medical Authorization Form completed and returned by 12/14/14 (I have this for most of you already) 

• Expectations of Participants Form completed and returned by 12/14/14 

• Parental Permission Form completed and returned by 12/14/14 

• $85 to Asbury Our Redeemer Partnership (Snow Retreat in memo section) 

Suttle Lake Camp 
Sisters Oregon 

CALLING ALL CHILDREN! 

If your child/children will be able to come to the 5 pm Christmas Eve service, they 

can be in a special choir to share a Christmas song. But we need to practice!   

There will be three rehearsals at 11:45 to 12:30 on the Sundays of Dec. 7, 14 and 

21.  If the singers cannot make one of the rehearsals, feel free to attend the other 

two.   And if your children have a friend not involved in church life, ask them to 

come and join us.  Ages?  Old enough to read, and through Middle School grade 

level.  Questions?  Check with Audrey (509-365-3600) or amsong@gorge.net. 

mailto:amsong@gorge.net
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The  ALL CHURCH HOLIDAY BAZAAR was good fun and a 

great success! There were plates of holiday cookies and cakes 

(Martha’s cream-puffs are scrumptious!), an ornament tree, kitchen 

towels (hand embroidered), children’s blankets and hats, recycled 

grocery bag totes and much, much more. Thank you to all who 

helped and contributed to the bazaar! 

Kris W. and Pat C. 

Jan D. & Ila Mae S. 

Ila Mae S. 

Blanch D. 

Photos taken by Blanche D. 
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Claire Anderson  

Betty Dean 
3 

Dottie Gilbertson 6 

Mickey Stubbs 7 

Jedrek Matthias 8 

Kristen White 11 

Arthur Chenoweth 12 

Greg Oates 14 

Lillian Kurahara 15 

John Owre 17 

George Pantely 20 

Jim Anderson 27 

Brian & Gretchen Winans 10 

Marv & Ruth Turner 27 

George & Sharon Pantely 28 

Craig & Kathy Terry 30 

Office Hours  - Closed Fridays  

Rev. David King    Mon to Thurs  9-Noon 

Jennifer Fowler     M  9:30-2   T 8:30-11:30   W 8:30-2   Th 8:30-2    

Linda Boris            Tues 10-1 

Dec 7 14 21 28 

Lector Della Henderson Kristen White Tom Hart Bob Havig 

Greeter/Usher 
Jennifer & Skip 

Fowler 

Kristen & Bob 

White 

Vicki Wartalski & 

Doug Swanson 
Sally & Bob Havig 

Coffee Hour 
Choir & Bell 

Group 
WELCA Happy Hands Methodist Men 

Altar Care Vicki Wartalski  Vicki Wartalski  

Flowers     
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 1 
9am Happy Hands 

4:30 FISH meets 

2  10am  

       Men’s Coffee  

       @ Rosauers  

6:15 Bell Choir 

3 
9am WELCA  

       Quilting 

4 
9am  Set Up Bazaar 

11am GEM meets 

4:30 Cele  ServPrac 

6pm Choir Practice 

5 
Bazaar 

10-3 

6 
Bazaar 

10-3 

7 2nd Sunday 

Advent 

 

8am Adult Study 

9am Traditional 

10 Fellowship 

10:30 Celebration 

6:30 Conf yth grp  
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9am Happy Hands 

9          

       10am  

       Men’s Coffee  

       @ Rosauers  

 

6:15 Bell Choir 

10   

 
 

11 
4:30pm 

Celebration  

Serv Prac 

6pm Choir Practice 

 

12 
 

13 
 9am Women’s 

Spiritual Group 

14 3rd Sunday                               

         Advent 

8am Adult Study 

9am Traditional 

10am Fellowship 

10:30 Celebration 

10:45 Childrens                                      

Sun Schl 

6:30 Conf yth grp  

 

15 
           
9am Happy Hands 

16  
     10am     

         Men’s  Coffee   

        @ Rosauers  

 

6:15 Bell Choir 

 

 

 

17 
9am WELCA  

       Quilting 

 
 

 

18 
 

4:30pm 

Celebration  

Serv Prac 

 

6pm Choir Practice 

 

 

19 
 

 
 

 

 

 

20    

8am 

  Charburger 

 

 

 

 

 

21 4th Sunday 

        Advent 

8am Adult Study 

9am Traditional 

10am Fellowship 

10:30 Celebration 

10:45 Children’s 

Sun Schl 

22 

 
9am Happy Hands 

 

FISH Duty 

 

23   10am  

          Men’s Coffee  

          @ Rosauers  

 

6:15 Bell Choir 
 

 

24 
 

NO FISH 

DUTY 

 

 

25Christmas Day 

 
 

 

26 
 

FISH Duty 

27   

28  
Food on the 4th 
9am Traditional 

10am Fellowship 

10:30 Celebration 

10:45 Childrens 

Sun Schl 

11:30 SPRC meets 

29 
 

9am Happy Hands 

30  10am  

          Men’s Coffee  

          @ Rosauers  

 

6:15 Bell Choir 

31  

Communion for 

9am service is the 

1st and 3rd Sunday 

 

 

Communion for 

10:30 service is the 

1st Sunday 

  

December 2014 
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January Newsletter submissions 

Due: December 20, 2014   

 

Asbury Our Redeemer 
Partnership 

Pastor David King 

1140 Tucker Road 

Hood River, Oregon 97031 

Phone: 541-386-3993 

office@hoodriverchurch.com 

hoodriverchurch.org 


