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January 2021

January 24th Following Worship via Zoom

Worship on Sundays

Each Sunday during the season of Epiphany, Pastor Sue will make use of an object
at some point during worship. Everyone is encouraged to their own version of the
object.
January 10 – bowl of water
January 17 – pillow
January 24 – an object that represents your primary profession
January 31 – some kind of noise-maker, such as a bell or whistle
February 7 – a bandaid or bandage or ace wrap
February 14 – a piece of paper with the word “Alleluia” written on it
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From our Interim

Pastor Sue Seiffert
971-272-3743
spiritofgracepastor@gmail.com

We are in the middle of Christmas! The twelve days of the Christmas season begins on December 25, so as January begins, we are
still in Christmas. Of course we know what Christmas is about: the birth of the baby Jesus. The theological term is incarnation.
God becomes incarnate in Jesus. Incarnate. Takes on flesh. God who transcends the physical becomes physical. And yet God remains God. And this is what prompted theologians to develop the doctrines of the two natures of Christ and the triune God. These
doctrines are an attempt to describe something that is beyond our human logic.
God: the all-powerful, all-knowing, eternal one becomes human. Weak. Limited. Subject to death. It makes no sense. Jesus is
truly human, experiencing all that human beings experience. And yet Jesus is God, present from before time began, present in creation, fully God. Yet fully human. Our minds struggle to hold these two things together, and ultimately we can’t. Not really. It is a
mystery. We are left with questions.

It is human to have questions. Jesus had questions. Sometimes we think, “Jesus asked questions as part
of his teaching method, to help the disciples grow in their understanding.” And there is truth in that.
Yet, I think that Jesus also did have questions, just like we do. Imagine the toddler Jesus, looking out at
the world and seeing it for the first time, just as all toddlers see it. Imagine the questions. Why is the sky
blue? How come birds can fly and I can’t? Where do flowers come from? Typical toddler questions. It
may be hard for us to imagine, but I bet Mary had her days when she thought, “can’t he lie down and
take a nap so I can get my housework done?”

We tend to think that when Jesus began his ministry, he knew exactly what to do, what to say, how to act. But is that really true?
There are times when Jesus has exchanges with people that seem to change how he responds. For example, there is the time when a
foreign woman asked him to heal her daughter and initially he refuses. She challenges him, pointing out that even dogs get to eat the
crumbs that fall from the table. And he changes his mind, praises her, and heals her daughter.
There is also that scene in the Garden of Gethsemane. Jesus prays that somehow he may be spared from what is about to happen.
He knows that his enemies want to put him to death. Did he know the details? Why would he? I think perhaps we want to believe
that he knew exactly what was going to happen. Somehow, it seems like it would have been easier if he could have gone through it
step by step, knowing exactly what was coming next. But we really have no reason to suppose that he did. Yet, he trusted in God.

We do not know what is going to happen next. We have hopes and dreams. And we certainly
have reason to hope: vaccines have been developed, there is every reason to believe that the pandemic will be controlled in the fullness of time. But we do also have questions. How many people
will die before things get under control? What kinds of precautions will we continue to have to
take? Will there be more pandemics in the future? And of course there are other unknowns as
well! When will Spirit of Grace get a new pastor?

Questions are part of being human. Questions help us to learn and grow. Questions help us to
recognize and use the gifts that God gives us. And ultimately our questions help us to trust God:
for we cannot always know the answers, but we do know that God is with us. For God became
human, dwelling among us, loving us and giving us grace and peace.

Enjoy these last days of the Christmas season and enter into the season of Epiphany with questions, trusting in God’s love.

Pastor Sue

2

P a st o r S ue ’s S c h e d u le
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

J an 2 0 2 1
Thu

Fri
1
Sabbath
Day

a.m

X
X

p.m

Sat
2
Study at
Home

eve
a.m

3
Worship

4
Work at Home

5

eve
10
a.m Worship
p.m

7

Work @ home

Text Study

p.m

6
ELCA Bishop
Lectionary

MAMA

Transition Team

Finance Comm.

Book Study

11

12

13

14

Continuing
Education
All Week

Continuing
Education

Continuing
Education

Continuing
Education

18 Work at
Home

19

20

p.m

Worship
Comm.

Text Study

Work @ home
ELCA Bishop
Lectionary

Transition Team

eve
a.m

24
Worship

p.m
eve

SPRC?

Annual
Meeting

25
Work at Home

21

Book Study

27
Work at Home

Text Study

ELCA Bishop
Lectionary

Transition Team

28
Book Study

9 Women’s
Spirituality
Study at
Home
16

X
X

Sabbath Day

X

X

22

SPRC?

26

X
X
15

eve
17
a.m Worship

8
Sabbath
Day

Sabbath
Day

X

23
Study at
Home

X
X
29
Sabbath
Day

X
X

30
Study at
Home

Please note that this is subject to change!! (Remember that Pastor Sue is two-thirds time). She will
answer the phone or respond to e-mails at any time other than the spaces that are VACA or X’ed out.
Pastor Sue continues to work from home, but she is eager to interact with people via Zoom, telephone or
e-mail (see contact info on page 2). Please feel free to contact her. When in doubt, call Jennifer in the church
office, as she will have the most updated schedule.
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Jill Rowland
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Shelley Oates
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Noah Boris
Rick McBee
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Cheri Anderson
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Worship Links
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81548310619
https://hoodriverchurch.com/
This brings you to Spirit of Grace’s website, where you click
on “Zoom”(in blue lettering) to access worship.

To access worship by phone (audio only) call one of the following numbers, 1-669-900-9128 (San Jose) 1-253-215-8782
Worship
10am
Sundays
at
facebook.com/hoodriverchurch/live.
(Tacoma) and then enter the “Meeting ID” of 815 4831 0619.
Miyuki Gerald
29
A Facebook acct should not be needed. Services are posted afIf you miss a live Zoom worship service, you can watch a recterward
onIshizaka
Spirit of Grace website.
Willie
30
orded version at:
Fellowship: after services on Zoom. Computer, tablet,
https://www.facebook.com/HoodRiverChurch/
SmartPhone users go to bit.ly/SoGFellowship.
Meeting ID is
921 8237 9580; password 020535. To call in to fellowship dial
28
Pat & Roy Pettit
1-669-900-6833,
using ID and password above.

Prayer Requests can be sent to
Carol Kyger cckyger@gmail.com or 541-386-6341
Backup for Carol is Donna Fitch
fitcheshr@gmail.com 541-386-4043

Weekly Reflections
Jan 10 Mark 1:9-11
What does it mean that Jesus is God’s beloved Son?
Jan 17 1 Samuel 3:8
What does it mean to say “here I am”?
Jan 24 Mark 1:14-15
What does it mean to preach repentance?
Jan 31 Mark 1:27
What does it mean that Jesus teaches with authority?
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Board of Directors
Pastor
Tom Hart, Chair
Sharon Poynter
Shelley Oates
Gordon Leigh
Michele Sibley
Bob White

Spirit of Grace

(2021)
(2021)
(2020)
(2020)
(2022)
(2022)

Finance Committee

1140 Tucker Road
Hood River, Oregon 97031
Phone: 541-386-3993
Email: office@hoodriverchurch.com
Web site: hoodriverchurch.org

Pastor
Debby Chenoweth
Dottie Gilbertson
Muriel Ishizaka
Jennifer Fowler
Tom Hart
Shelley Oates

Sunday Worship Times
Zoom Worship Service 10:00am
Zoom Fellowship 11:00am

(2021)
(2022)
Treasurer
Financial Secretary
Payroll
Board Liaison

Ministry Team Leaders
Worship
Children & Youth
Men’s Ministry
Women’s Ministry
Outreach
Prayer Chain
Reception
Building

Education Times
Check with the Church Office
Office Hours during COVID
Pastor (Interim)
Sue Seiffert
Please call the church office
Staff
Jennifer Fowler
Office Manager & Financial Secretary

Linda Boris, Dottie Gilbertson
Marv Turner
Kris White
Debby Chenoweth
Carol Kyger
Jill McBee & Pat Crompton
Rick McBee

Music Ministry
Organist/Piano
Choir

Mon 9am to 2pm
Wed 9am to 2pm
Thurs 9am to 2pm

Dottie Gilbertson & Audrey Bentz
Audrey Bentz & Sharon Poynter

Staff Parish Relations
Jill McBee
Ty Sibley
Rose Miller
Sharon Pantley

Linda Boris
Pastoral Assistant

(2020)
(2020)
(2021)
(2021)
Representatives

Oregon Synod Assemble
Bette Lou Yenne
Oregon-Idaho Annual Conf.

Transition
Team

Debby Chenoweth

Cindy Murahashi

Donna Fitch

Shelley Oates

Dottie Gilbertson

Michele Sibley

Rick McBee

Bette Lou Yenne
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A Lutheran-Methodist Cooperative Church

Spirit of Grace
1140 Tucker Road
Hood River, Oregon 97031
Phone: 541-386-3993
office@hoodriverchurch.com
hoodriverchurch.org

Mail to:
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