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We are in the season of Lent. It is a time for prayer and reflection. A time to grow in spiritual disciplines. A
time to reflect on the depth of God’s love for us, revealed through the suffering and death of Jesus. It is a time
when we prepare to celebrate the power of God’s love for us, revealed through the empty tomb.

For Spirit of Grace this year, it is also a time of moving from one phase of the interim time to another. On
page 3 is a chart that lists the steps of the interim time. The first eleven items have been checked off: they are
done. I expect the next seven items, marked with arrows, will be completed by the end of March. That leaves
ten items. They may be started before the end of March, but certainly none of them will be completed before
the end of March. The first three of those items are the most unpredictable. It will be impossible to predict
how long they may take because there are many variables. The remaining items may take three weeks to two
months; usually it is around a month.

The Call Committee is being formed as I write this. As soon as it is in place, it will be announced and the
members of the Call Committee will be commissioned during the Sunday morning worship service. Then their
work will begin and the work of the rest of the congregation will consist of praying for the work of the Call
Committee, praying for patience and trust as the process unfolds, and continuing to live as the people of God.
The Call Committee’s work is confidential until they are ready to recommend a
candidate. This is for the sake of the people they are interviewing: most of them
are serving congregations and most of those congregations do not know that their
pastor is exploring the idea of a new call. If they should accidentally discover that
this is happening, it will radically shift the relationship between the pastor and the
congregation. The Call Committee will be able to inform the congregation when
they have received names from the Bishop and they will be able to say things like,
“we have scheduled Zoom interviews for the next couple of weeks” or “there is a
candidate who will be visiting Hood River to see what it is like”. But they will not
be able to share any information about the candidates.
When the Call Committee is ready to recommend a candidate, a visit with the congregation will be scheduled.
This will be the opportunity for all members to meet the candidate before voting to extend a Letter of Call.
And it will be at this time that the Call Committee will tell you all they know about the candidate! Until then,
respect the role of the Call Committee and pray.

This is both the most exciting time of the interim period and the most frustrating time. But, God
will continue to be with you. The Transition Team has listened carefully to the congregation and
sought to reflect what they have learned on the Ministry Site Profile, and it is this document that
will shape the work of the Call Committee. Meanwhile, of course, we trust that the Holy Spirit is
guiding and directing the process. God is calling someone to serve Spirit of Grace; in the fullness of time, the Call Committee will discern the identity of that person.

Peace, Pastor

Sue
2

Interim Time Progress Chart
 Say "Farewell" to Pastor David King
 Contract with Interim Pastor
 Welcome Interim Pastor Sue Seiffert
 Select and commission Transition Team
 Transition Team begins work – organization and orientation
 Transition Team plans ways to collect information, ideas, visions
 Transition Team gathers information through various methods
 Transition Team analyzes information
 If necessary, Transition Team gathers more information
 Transition Team may make recommendations to the Board
 Transition Team uses the information and assessment to draft the majority of the first version of the
Ministry Site Profile ----



The Board reviews and completes the Ministry Site Profile



The Ministry Site Profile is presented to the congregation for review



The Ministry Site Profile is submitted to the Synod office



Call Committee is formed



Call Committee meets with Pastor Sue Seiffert for orientation



Call Committee meets with member(s) of the Transition Team to review the Ministry Site Profile in detail



Call Committee prepares information packet about the congregation and the community; plans the interview process

 Call Committee receives candidates' names and profiles
 Call Committee reviews information, interviews candidates, checks references
 If necessary, Call Committee receives more names and profiles; repeats the process
 Call Committee recommends a candidate to the Board
 Candidate visits the congregation
 Terms of call are negotiated
 The Board calls a Congregational Meeting to vote on the candidate
 A call is extended and accepted
 Say "Farewell" to Pastor Sue Seiffert
 The congregation welcomes a new pastor
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P a st o r S ue ’s S c h e d u le
Sun
a.m

Mon

Tue

Wed

1

2

3

Work at Home

p.m
Worship Comm.

eve
a.m
p.m
eve

7
Worship
1st Sunday of
Lent

14
a.m Worship
p.m
eve

a.m Worship

eve
a.m

eve

Work at Home

28

5th Sunday of
Lent

4

9

10

11

Work at Home
Text Study

ELCA Bishop
Lectionary
Worship

MAMA

16

17

18

Text Study

Work @ home
ELCA Bishop
Lectionary

22
Work at Home

23

24
Work @ home

Text Study

ELCA Bishop
Lectionary

Interim Pastors’
Meeting

30
Text Study

31

5
Sabbath
Day

12
Sabbath
Day

X
X
19
Sabbath
Day

UMC D.S.

X
X

25

26
Sabbath
Day

Sat
6
Women’s
Spirituality
Study at
Home
13
Study at
Home

20
Study at
Home

27
Study at
Home

X
X

Worship

29
Work at Home

Fri

X
X

Text Study
Board & SPRC- Worship
Meeting

Worship

4th Sunday of
Lent

Worship
p.m

15

Thu

ELCA Bishop
Lectionary

3rd Sunday of
Lent
21

p.m

8
Work at Home

M a rc h 2 0 2 1

1

Work @ home

2
Sabbath
Day

ELCA Bishop
Lectionary

X
X

3
Women’s
Spirituality
Study at
Home

Please note that this is subject to change!! (Remember that Pastor Sue is two-thirds time). She will
answer the phone or respond to e-mails at any time other than the spaces that are VACA or X’ed out.
Pastor Sue continues to work from home, but she is eager to interact with people via Zoom, telephone or
e-mail (see contact info on page 2). Please feel free to contact her. When in doubt, call Jennifer in the church
office, as she will have the most updated schedule.
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Lenten Worship
The Sundays in Lent will focus on the covenants that God has made with God’s people. A covenant is
about living into a relationship, so this reflects the ancient theme of Lent as a time to grow in understanding
about the Christian faith and living as believers in Christ. As part of Sunday morning worship, there will be a
ritual of anointing with oil for healing. Everyone is encouraged to have oil (or lotion) for use during worship.
On the Wednesdays of Lent, there will be devotions with a Bible study via Zoom at 7pm. We will look at the
Passion of Christ, that time from the last supper to the death on the cross. This will begin and end with prayer
and will include one verse of a hymn. Together, we will compare how the different gospel writers told the
story.

OPEN DOOR STUDY TO RESUME
The Thursday evening Open Door study group will resume following Easter with weekly
discussion of the book Women Rise Up - Sacred Stories of Resistance for Today’s Revolution by Katey Zeh. Women Rise Up is an exploration of ten different stories of Biblical woman and their relation to current realities of
women’s experiences and struggles, from human trafficking to purity culture, from immigration to entrepreneurialism. Each Thursday, beginning April 8,
we will meet from 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. via Zoom to discuss the week’s chapter. Leadership
rotates and questions for each chapter are provided. To learn more about the book, go to
https://kateyzeh.com/women-rise-up/ and for questions or more information about the
Open Door study group, contact Donna Fitch at 541-386-4043 or fitcheshr@gmail.com.
A few copies of the book are available for $14.99.

Ringing Bells in Remembrance
In remembrance of members of the Hood River community who have died from Covid-19, people
will ring bells throughout our county every Friday at noon. You are welcome to come to
Spirit of Grace and safely sit in your car, while Sharon rings the Asbury bell.
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March 28th is Palm/Passion Sunday, the beginning of Holy Week. Often, the worship service on Palm Sunday includes the reading of the entire Passion story, which begins as the disciples prepare for the Passover
meal and ends with Jesus taking his last breath on the cross. This year, at Spirit of Grace, the focus will be on
the “Palm” part of the day. Please cut some branches from trees or bushes in your yard and have them ready
to wave during worship.
On Monday 29th, you are encouraged to read and reflect on how the gospel according to Mark describes the
day after Palm Sunday: Mark 11:12-19. On Tuesday, read about the next day: Mark 11:20-44 and the entire
12th and 13th chapters of Mark. On Wednesday, read Mark 14:1-11.
Maundy Thursday, April 1, is about Jesus’ command (mandate comes from the Latin word “maundy”) that
we love one another. Read about this in John 13:1-35. Take time on this day to give loving service to others
in some way. Perhaps write a note or make a phone call to someone who might be lonely. Or sort though
items to find things to donate. Or send a monetary gift to UMCOR or Lutheran Disaster Relief or other organization.
April 2 is Good Friday. We will have a Zoom worship service at 7:00 p.m., using the same link that is used
for Sunday morning worship. This service will include reading the Passion from the gospel according to Mark
as well as ancient liturgical elements known as “the great reproaches” and “the bidding prayer”. Bring a stone
to this service, small enough to hold in one hand but large enough to have weight.
Easter Worship, April 4, will be at the normal 10am worship time and Zoom link. We will begin by
“finding” the Alleluias that we hid on the last Sunday before Ash Wednesday, so be prepared for that! We will
also have Thanksgiving for Baptism, so you may want to have a bowl of water ready for that. If anyone is interested in providing special music by recording themselves, please let us know.
May this Holy Week be a time of deep contemplation that leads to joyous celebration!

March Worship
Pastor Sue continues to make use of an object at some point during worship. Everyone is encouraged to their own version of the object.
March 7 – a ruler (also oil or lotion for healing ritual)
March 14 – a heart (also oil or lotion for healing ritual)
March 21 – a cross (also oil or lotion for healing ritual)
March 28 (Palm Sunday) – a branch (to wave at the beginning of worship)
April 2 (Good Friday) – a small stone
April 4 (Easter) – a butterfly
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Worship Links
Jennifer & Skip Fowler

John Jacobson

11

1

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81548310619
https://hoodriverchurch.com/
This brings you to Spirit of Grace’s website, where you click
on “Zoom”(in blue lettering) to access worship.

To access worship by phone (audio only) call one of the folGladys Edwards
5
lowing numbers, 1-669-900-9128 (San Jose) 1-253-215-8782
Worship 10am Sundays at facebook.com/hoodriverchurch/live.
(Tacoma) and then enter the “Meeting ID” of 815 4831 0619.
A Facebook
acct
should
not
be
needed.
Services are posted afJennifer Fowler
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If
you miss a live Zoom worship service, you can watch a recterward on Spirit of Grace website.
orded
version at:
Noah Marcroft
Fellowship:
after services on
9 Zoom. Computer, tablet,
Nancy Radley
https://www.facebook.com/pg/HoodRiverChurch/videos/?ref=page_internal
SmartPhone
users go to bit.ly/SoGFellowship.
Meeting ID is
921
8237 9580;
password 020535. To call in to fellowship dial
Margaret
Godard
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1-669-900-6833,
Marv Turnerusing ID and password above.
Bessie Asai
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Amy Fowler

19

Prayer Requests can be sent to
Carol Kyger cckyger@gmail.com or 541-386-6341

Diane Kleinsmith
Scott Murahashi

21

Backup for Carol is Donna Fitch
fitcheshr@gmail.com 541-386-4043

Vicki Wartalski

25

Brent Murahashi
Ruth Turner

27

Weekly Reflections
March 7 Exodus 20:2-3
What “gods” can get in between us and God?
March 14 Numbers 21:4
What makes us impatient and does God respond?
March 21 Jeremiah 31:33
Has this time come? Why or why not?
March 28 Philippians 2:5-8
What does it mean that Jesus “emptied himself”?
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Board of Directors
Pastor
Tom Hart, Co-Chair
Sharon Poynter
Shelley Oates Co-Chair
Gordon Leigh
Michele Sibley
Bob White

Spirit of Grace

(2021)
(2021)
(2020)
(2020)
(2022)
(2022)

Finance Committee

1140 Tucker Road
Hood River, Oregon 97031
Phone: 541-386-3993
Email: office@hoodriverchurch.com
Web site: hoodriverchurch.org

Pastor
Debby Chenoweth
Dottie Gilbertson
Muriel Ishizaka
Jennifer Fowler
Tom Hart
Shelley Oates

Sunday Worship Times
Zoom Worship Service 10:00am
Zoom Fellowship 11:00am

(2021)
(2022)
Treasurer
Financial Secretary
Payroll
Board Liaison

Ministry Team Leaders
Worship
Children & Youth
Men’s Ministry
Women’s Ministry
Outreach
Prayer Chain
Reception
Building

Education Times
Check with the Church Office
Office Hours during COVID
Pastor (Interim)
Sue Seiffert
Please call the church office
Staff
Jennifer Fowler
Office Manager & Financial Secretary

Linda Boris, Dottie Gilbertson
Marv Turner
Kris White
Debby Chenoweth
Carol Kyger
Jill McBee & Pat Crompton
Rick McBee

Music Ministry
Organist/Piano
Choir

Mon 9am to 2pm
Wed 9am to 2pm
Thurs 9am to 2pm

Dottie Gilbertson & Audrey Bentz
Audrey Bentz & Sharon Poynter

Staff Parish Relations
Jill McBee
Ty Sibley
Rose Miller
Sharon Pantley

Linda Boris
Pastoral Assistant

(2020)
(2020)
(2021)
(2021)
Representatives

Oregon Synod Assemble
Bette Lou Yenne
Oregon-Idaho Annual Conf.

Transition
Team

Debby Chenoweth

Cindy Murahashi

Donna Fitch

Shelley Oates

Dottie Gilbertson

Michele Sibley

Rick McBee

Bette Lou Yenne
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