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OPEN DOOR STUDY
Open Door study group will resume Thursday April 8th from 6:30—8pm with
weekly discussion via Zoom of the book Women Rise Up - Sacred Stories of Resistance for Today’s Revolution by Katey Zeh. Women Rise Up is an exploration
of ten different stories of Biblical woman and their relation to
current realities of women’s experiences and struggles, from human trafficking to purity culture, from immigration to entrepreneurialism. Leadership rotates and questions for each chapter are
provided. To learn more about the book, go to
https://kateyzeh.com/women-rise-up/ . Copies of the book are available for review.
For questions or more information about the Open Door study group, contact:
Donna Fitch at 541-386-4043 fitcheshr@gmail.com.
Cindy Murahashi 541-806-0866A few copies of the book are available for $14.99.

Call Committee
Spirit of Grace has a Call Committee! They have met twice with Pastor Sue for basic
advice on the process and ideas for how to get ready for the steps involved in conducting interviews. The completed Ministry Site Profile is in Bishop Laurie’s hands; she
will use it to seek to match it with pastors who are looking for a new call. This is the
part of the process where patience is important!

While being patient, pray for Bishop Laurie, for all pastors who are seeking a new call,
and for the members of the Call Committee: Linda Boris, Debby Chenoweth, Dottie
Gilbertson, Margaret Godard, Tyler Sibley, and Craig Terry.
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From our Interim

Pastor Sue Seiffert
971-272-3743
spiritofgracepastor@gmail.com

It is Easter! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!!
I love the Easter season. I love that it lasts for fifty days. I even love how it ends, with Pentecost Sunday.
One of the things that I love about the Easter season is that it is the season to celebrate baptism. I love using a
Thanksgiving for Baptism ritual in worship on the Sundays of Easter. When in person, this means that I get to
play with water and get people wet. And it’s even better when there are children present and I can get them to
play with me. But celebrating baptism is not all about the water.
When people are baptized, we use the Apostles’ Creed as the basic statement of faith. Do you
believe in God the Father? Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? Do you believe in
the Holy Spirit? And the people to be baptized, or the parents of the babies, say “I believe”, “I
believe”, “I believe”. This doesn’t mean that people who are baptized will never again experience doubt or have times when faith seems faint and far away.
Belief is not certainty. Belief is an expression of trust, even in the midst of doubts or questions or struggles.
Baptism is not about us saying “yes” to God. It is about God saying to us, “You belong to me.” We are
named and claimed by God in baptism. And that’s what the words of the Apostles’ Creed tell us: God creates
the world, including us. God comes into the world to die on the cross and conquer death, for us. God is present in our lives, giving us the gifts of the Spirit.
We are baptized into the death and resurrection of our Lord, which is why Easter is the season to celebrate.
Martin Luther talks about remembering our baptism and daily drowning our sinful selves in the waters of baptism so that the new self in Christ may arise. It’s all about bathing in the wonderful grace of God. It’s about
living in the promise of God’s love.
Another way that we live in the promise of God’s love is through the sacrament of Holy
Communion. The pandemic brought restrictions into our lives. We embrace these restrictions because they are a way of loving our neighbors. But it has been hard, and continues to be hard. Thankfully, we now have permission to share the sacrament of Holy
Communion via online worship. There are certain protocols to follow; primarily it needs
to be live instead of recorded and the congregation needs to participate in the usual liturgical responses.
With zoom worship, it is easy for us to meet these protocols for Holy Communion. We
will simply cut the recording at that point and begin recording again when the sacrament is concluded. For the
responses, we already have someone who is the “voice of the congregation” and reads the congregational responses. I will be adjusting my screen so that I see little of the “shared screen” portion and more of your faces
as you join the “voice of the congregation” behind your muted screens. (Note: this will not change your view
of things at all!) Each of you will have to have some form of bread and wine or juice in your own homes.
And then, together, connected through our shared worship, we will receive God’s gift: the sacrament of Holy
Communion.
Christ is risen,

Pastor Sue
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Assembly

Synod
Assembly

Please note that this is subject to change!! (Remember that Pastor Sue is two-thirds time). She will
answer the phone or respond to e-mails at any time other than the spaces that are VACA or X’ed out.
Pastor Sue continues to work from home, but she is eager to interact with people via Zoom, telephone or
e-mail (see contact info on page 2). Please feel free to contact her. When in doubt, call Jennifer in the church
office, as she will have the most updated schedule.
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April Services & Easter
On Your Own: Maundy Thursday, April 1, is about Jesus’ command (mandate comes from the Latin word
“maundy”) that we love one another. Read about this in John 13:1-35. Take time on this day to give loving
service to others in some way. Perhaps write a note or make a phone call to someone who might be lonely.
Or sort though items to find things to donate. Or send a monetary gift to UMCOR or Lutheran Disaster Relief
or other organization.
Good Friday Worship Service on April 2 at 7:00 p.m. The zoom link will be the same link as the one used
on Sunday mornings. This service will include reading the Passion from the gospel according to Mark as well
as ancient liturgical elements known as “the great reproaches” and “the bidding prayer”. Bring a stone to this
service, small enough to hold in one hand but large enough to have weight.
Easter Worship, April 4 at 10:00am. The zoom link will be the same link as the one used on Sunday mornings. We will begin by “finding” the Alleluias that we hid on the last Sunday before Ash Wednesday, so be
prepared for that! We will also have Thanksgiving for Baptism, so you may want to have a bowl of water
ready for that. If anyone is interested in providing special music by recording themselves, please let us know.
Worship on April 11 (Pastor Sue will be on vacation on April 5 through 11) will be a service prepared
through the Methodist Greater Northwest Area office. Use the usual zoom link; there will be gathering time
before worship, the recorded service will be played, and afterwards announcements or anything else can be
shared.
For every Sunday except April 11th, you may want to have a small bowl of water available for the Thanksgiving for Baptism ritual. Holy Communion will be celebrated (not on the 11th) during the zoom worship (it
will not be recorded, so it will not be part of the worship service post on Facebook). Please have bread in
some form (a small roll or a cracker or a hot dog bun, anything that is available) and some wine or juice. The
bread may be placed on a plate and the wine or juice in any cup or glass. It is recommended that the bread and
wine remain covered by a napkin or cloth, but not essential.
Pastor Sue will continue to make use of an object at some point during worship.
Everyone is encouraged to their own version of the object.
April 2 (Good Friday) – a small stone
April 4 (Easter) – a butterfly
April 11 – Pastor Sue’s vacation
April 18 – Bible
April 25 – sheep or lamb (probably not a live one!)
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Happy Hands Zoom Meeting will be on Monday, April 19 at 9am.
I will send you the Zoom information as the date nears. —Carol Kyger

Women’s Spirituality Group
The meeting via Zoom is on April 3 (Saturday) at 9am. To join the Zoom meeting, Carol
or Debby can forward you the link. Or copy and paste this Zoom link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85403489909

If you haven't used Zoom before you will be asked to do a quick download of Zoom software to your computer. You can also join the meeting by calling this number on your
phone: 1-669-900-6833. You will be asked to enter the Meeting ID below to join the
meeting. (We would just hear your voice and not see you on-screen.)
Jill will be leading us for the chapter "Boxed In...But Climbing Out".

From Audrey Bentz: for many, this past year has been a trying time. Here is an example on how some
young and poor people made “music out of garbage.” Cateura is a small slum in Paraguay, South America.
Desperately poor, its villagers survive by recycling items from its rubbish dump. But from these unpromising conditions something beautiful has emerged—an orchestra. Violins made from oil cans with bent forks
as tailpieces. Saxophones from drainpipes with bottle tops for keys. Cellos from tin drums with gnocchi
rollers for tuning pegs. The orchestra has gone on tour in many countries, lifting the sights of its young
members. Violins from landfills. Music from slums. That’s symbolic of what God does. For when the
prophet Isaiah envisions God’s new creation, a similar picture of beauty emerges, with barren lands bursting into blooming flowers (35:1-2), deserts flowing with streams (6-7), and impoverished people becoming
whole to the sounds of joyful songs (35:5-6, 10).”The world sends us garbage,” Cateura’s orchestra director says. “We send back music.” and as they do, they give the world a glimpse of the future, when God will
wipe away the tears of every eye and poverty will be no more. ——Story by Sheridan Voysey

Ringing Bells in Remembrance
In remembrance of members of the Hood River
community who have died from Covid-19, people
will ring bells throughout our county every Friday
at noon. You are welcome to come to Spirit of
Grace and safely sit in your car, while Sharon rings
the Asbury bell.
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Worship Links
Art & Debby
Chenoweth
Debby Chenoweth
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81548310619
https://hoodriverchurch.com/
This brings you to Spirit of Grace’s website, where you click
on “Zoom”(in blue lettering) to access worship.

To access worship by phone (audio only) call one of the folCurt Kyger
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lowing numbers, 1-669-900-9128 (San Jose) 1-253-215-8782
Worship 10am Sundays at facebook.com/hoodriverchurch/live.
(Tacoma) and then enter the “Meeting ID” of 815 4831 0619.
A Facebook
acct
should
not
be
needed.
Services are posted afZach Boris
9
If
you miss a live Zoom worship service, you can watch a recterward on Spirit of Grace website.
orded version at:
Fellowship:
after services on
Ethan Fowler
13 Zoom. Computer, tablet,
https://www.facebook.com/pg/HoodRiverChurch/videos/?ref=page_internal
SmartPhone users go to bit.ly/SoGFellowship.
Meeting ID is
921 8237 9580; password 020535. To call in to fellowship dial
Ruth Akiyama
20 password above.
1-669-900-6833,
using ID and
Esther Harris

22

Dean Kleinsmith

24

Prayer Requests can be sent to
Carol Kyger cckyger@gmail.com 541-386-6341
Backup for Carol is Donna Fitch
fitcheshr@gmail.com 541-386-4043

Weekly Reflections
April 4 Isaiah 25:7-8a
Notice how this is all inclusive: “all peoples”. How
do we begin to live into this future?
April 11 John 20:21
How is peace connected with being sent?
April 18 Luke 24:30-31
What does it mean that Jesus opens the Scriptures?
April 25 John 10:14
What does it mean to be known by Jesus?
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Board of Directors
Pastor
Tom Hart, Co-Chair
Sharon Poynter
Shelley Oates Co-Chair
Gordon Leigh
Michele Sibley
Bob White

Spirit of Grace

(2021)
(2021)
(2020)
(2020)
(2022)
(2022)

Finance Committee

1140 Tucker Road
Hood River, Oregon 97031
Phone: 541-386-3993
Email: office@hoodriverchurch.com
Web site: hoodriverchurch.org

Pastor
Debby Chenoweth
Dottie Gilbertson
Muriel Ishizaka
Jennifer Fowler
Tom Hart
Shelley Oates

Sunday Worship Times
Zoom Worship Service 10:00am
Zoom Fellowship 11:00am

(2021)
(2022)
Treasurer
Financial Secretary
Payroll
Board Liaison

Ministry Team Leaders
Worship
Children & Youth
Men’s Ministry
Women’s Ministry
Outreach
Prayer Chain
Reception
Building

Education Times
Check with the Church Office
Office Hours during COVID
Pastor (Interim)
Sue Seiffert
Please call the church office
Staff
Jennifer Fowler
Office Manager & Financial Secretary

Linda Boris, Dottie Gilbertson
Marv Turner
Kris White
Debby Chenoweth
Carol Kyger
Jill McBee & Pat Crompton
Rick McBee

Music Ministry
Organist/Piano
Choir

Mon 9am to 2pm
Wed 9am to 2pm
Thurs 9am to 2pm

Dottie Gilbertson & Audrey Bentz
Audrey Bentz & Sharon Poynter

Staff Parish Relations
Jill McBee
Ty Sibley
Rose Miller
Sharon Pantley

Linda Boris
Pastoral Assistant

(2020)
(2020)
(2021)
(2021)
Representatives

Oregon Synod Assemble
Bette Lou Yenne
Oregon-Idaho Annual Conf.

Call
Committee

Linda Boris

Margaret Godard

Debby Chenoweth

Ty Sibley

Dottie Gilbertson

Craig Terry
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A Lutheran-Methodist Cooperative Church

Spirit of Grace
1140 Tucker Road
Hood River, Oregon 97031
Phone: 541-386-3993
office@hoodriverchurch.com
hoodriverchurch.org

Mail to:
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