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Hello friends of the garden!
Life is blooming behind the church. We have already been able to
harvest green onions, herbs, spinach, chard, radishes, and rhubarb for
FISH Food Bank! It is an exciting preview of what is to come. Next time
you come to the garden, you might notice something new - thanks to
Chuck Bugge, Dave Radley, and Ann Lameka we have been able to bring
to life the garden kiosk! We are still putting the final finishing touches to
it, but you are still able to check out the garden map and other information we have on it.
We could not have started this season off as strong as we are without everyone’s help - I am so grateful to be working with such a supportive
church. Right now, we have two open volunteer sessions a week - Tuesday (5:15-6:15 pm) and Thursday (9-10 am); starting June 14th, we’ll
have an additional session on Mondays (8-9 am). Everyone is welcome to
enjoy the garden! If you find yourself at the church, do not hesitate to
knock on my door for a quick tour of the garden if you’re interested!
Happy gardening, Marly
[Say hello at fishgardenvc@gmail.com or (317) 750-1922].

June Worship
We continue to celebrate Holy Communion every week during live Zoom worship (it will not be recorded, so
it will not be part of the worship service post on Facebook). Please have bread in some form (a small roll or a
cracker or a hot dog bun, anything that is available) and some wine or juice. The bread may be placed on a
plate and the wine or juice in any cup or glass. It is recommended that the bread and wine remain covered by
a napkin or cloth, but not essential.

Hopefully the pandemic will continue to come under control and we will be able to worship together in the
sanctuary soon. It is important to remember that as long as cases continue to occur, coronavirus is still with
us, waiting for an opportunity to mutate and cause havoc. It is far better to be cautious than to have regrets.
Masks and distancing are the best weapons. Sadly, singing is one of the most dangerous activities, even with
masks on.
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From our Interim

Pastor Sue Seiffert
971-272-3743
spiritofgracepastor@gmail.com

The month of June, and we begin the long season after Pentecost. This year
there are twenty-six Sundays in this season. Half the year. It can be tempting
to think of Pentecost as the season when nothing happens. Advent, Christmas,
Lent, Easter, even Epiphany have so much more substance to them. But the
season after Pentecost? Blah.

The liturgical color for the season after Pentecost is green. Green is the color of growing plants. If we try to
watch plants growing, we won’t see much action! And yet, plants grow. They are nourished by the sun and
rains and the nutrients in the earth and they grow. Various aspects of God’s good creation come together in
the miracle of plants growing, plants providing food for us to eat, plants giving us beauty and joy.

The long season after Pentecost is a good time to be aware of God’s slow miracle
of growth, in all its forms. And it’s important to note that growth is not all about
size! After all, if every plant just kept getting bigger and bigger, harvesting the
food would become a huge challenge. In fact, sometimes plants have to be
pruned in order to have them produce the best fruit. Growth is complicated in
plants, and even more complicated when it comes to people and organizations
like churches. Growth is about health. For us, for the church, it is about strengthening our relationship with God.

What are the nutrients that help churches to grow healthier and stronger? God’s love, God’s grace! And what
are the means of grace? What are the ways that grace enters our lives? The sacraments, Baptism and Holy
Communion. The Scriptures, the word of God. Prayer, opening ourselves to the presence of God. The fellowship of believers, our relationships with one another. Of course we use the means of grace all the time, not
just during the season after Pentecost. But this quieter, slower season can be a good time to remind ourselves
of the basics, the essentials that nurture our relationship with God.

During the weeks after Pentecost, the Sunday morning gospel readings will progress
through the gospel according to Mark, the shortest of the four gospels. Perhaps you
might want to sit down and read through it, all at once, to experience it as the gospel
writer most likely envisioned it when he wrote it. Or perhaps during these weeks of
Pentecost you might experiment with a different style of prayer. Try using a prayer
journal. Or use hymns as meditation. Or read through the Psalms slowly, stopping
to ponder whenever a word or phrase catches your attention. There are all sorts of
ways to experiment during these long days of the season after Pentecost.

Meanwhile, the transition time continues. The Call Committee is at work while the whole congregation is in
prayer. We continue to pray for everyone who is part of the process. In the fullness time, God’s will be done.
Peace, Pastor Sue
2

P a st o r S ue ’s S c h e d u le
Sun

Mon

a.m
p.m

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2
Work at Home

3

4

5

Text Study

eve
a.m

6
Worship

7
Office
Visits

p.m

ELCA Bishop
Lectionary
Webinar

8

9

Text Study

ELCA Bishop
Lectionary

Annual Conf.

MAMA

13

14

15

16

p.m

10
Interim Pastors’
Meeting

20

21

Text Study

ELCA Bishop
Lectionary

UMC DS

22

23

24

Annual
Conf

eve

eve

Annual Conf.

Text Study

Annual Conf.

27

28

Worship

Office
Visits

29

Text Study

ELCA Bishop
Lectionary
30

ELCA Bishop
Lectionary

Study at
Home

19

Sabbath
Day

Study at
Home

X
X
26

Sabbath
Day

Study at
Home

X
X

Book Group
2

3

Sabbath
Day
Book Group

Study at
Home

X

25

July 1

Women’s
Spirituality

12

Sabbath
Day

Book Group

a.m Worship

p.m

11

18

Office /Visits

Worship
Committee

eve

a.m

X
X

Book Group

17

Worship

p.m

Sabbath
Day

Book Group

eve
a.m

Ju n e 2 0 2 1

X
X

Women’s
Spirituality
Study at
Home

Please note that this is subject to change!! (Remember that Pastor Sue is two-thirds time). She will
answer the phone or respond to e-mails at any time other than the spaces that are VACA or X’ed out.
Pastor Sue continues to work from home, but she is eager to interact with people via Zoom, telephone or
e-mail (see contact info on page 2). Please feel free to contact her. When in doubt, call Jennifer in the church
office, as she will have the most updated schedule.
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Meeting Minutes
NEWS from the BOARD: Tom Hart and Shelley Oates co chairs, Sharon Poynter, Gordon Leigh, Michele
Sibley, and Bob White
Pastor Sue called us together on May 12th to hear the latest guidelines and requirements for opening the sanctuary from the Methodist bishop. The rules are stringent. They include masking, distancing by family groups, no
singing, and no food. Therefore, no communion is allowed, and gatherings are limited to 1 hour. Caution is
advised. There will be no opening at this time. The CDC dropped mask requirements for vaccinated people
outdoors the very next day. We will keep you informed.

The Board has approved John Duckwall Endowment gifts of $1000 each for the following:

UMCOR for covid relief/oxygen in India where the virus has overwhelmed hospitals lacking oxygen, and taken a terrible toll on the population. Ironically, India produces most of the covid vaccine we have been using in
the USA, but very little for themselves.
Lutheran Relief for Good Gifts Fund which provides start up small scale business opportunities for women in
poverty in Africa and elsewhere.
FISH Food Bank During the week that Spirit of Grace volunteers assisted in May, more than 200 individuals
were provided food assistance. The local need remains great.
UNCF Formerly the United Negro College Fund supports minority scholarships at historically black colleges.
This was one of Johnny Duckwall’s original suggestions, and supports the Black Lives Matter movement.
GEM Immigrant Legal Relief Fund assists local immigrants pursuing a better life through legal documentation. They provide high quality legal advice and assistance. Jean Sheppard is a lawyer for the cause.

An Irv Johnson Scholarship has been awarded to Jack Siekkinen. Jack will be attending the U of O in Eugene
this fall with a double major in physics and business. We all wish him success and hope to see him again. The
quilters are making a blanket for him too.

Greg Simurdak Construction has looked over the outreach house with Rick McBee for a realistic appraisal of
repairs. Rick has prepared a detailed outline of the work needed, some by contract and some by volunteers.
Greg believes the building is salvageable and worth saving. Board members will be meeting again to review
anticipated costs and feasibility. We hope to make a recommendation soon and take input from the congregation. We appreciate your patience. The house is in a poor state and it has been difficult to get the information
needed to go forward.
Minutes are on file in the church office.
Shelley Oates
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Worship Links
Brian Marcroft

6

Joan Chapman

8

Bailey Murahashi

12

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81548310619
https://hoodriverchurch.com/
This brings you to Spirit of Grace’s website, where you click
on “Zoom”(in blue lettering) to access worship.

To access worship by phone (audio only) call one of the following numbers, 1-669-900-9128 (San Jose) 1-253-215-8782
Worship 10am Sundays at facebook.com/hoodriverchurch/live.
(Tacoma) and then enter the “Meeting ID” of 815 4831 0619.
A Facebook acct should not be needed. Services are posted afIf you miss a live Zoom worship service, you can watch a rec2
Audrey
Bentz
terward&
onMyrin
Spirit of
Grace website.
orded version at:
Fellowship: after services on Zoom. Computer, tablet,
Gigi
& Jim Siekkinen
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https://www.facebook.com/pg/HoodRiverChurch/videos/?ref=page_internal
SmartPhone
users go to bit.ly/SoGFellowship.
Meeting ID is
921 8237 9580; password 020535. To call in to fellowship dial
Muriel
& Ray Ishizaka
18 password above.
1-669-900-6833,
using ID and
Lisa Crompton

13

Jana & John Jacobson

23

Lisa & Mark
Crompton

29

Prayer Requests can be sent to
Carol Kyger cckyger@gmail.com 541-386-6341
Backup for Carol is Donna Fitch
fitcheshr@gmail.com 541-386-4043

Weekly Reflections
June 6 Mark 3:34-35
Imagine Jesus saying these words to you. How do you
respond?
June 13 Mark 4:26-27
Where do you see God scattering seed?
June 20 Mark 4:39
What storm would you like Jesus to calm? Is there a
role you could play to help this happen?
June 27 Mark 5:34
What would you like Jesus to heal, either in your
personal life or in the world?
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Ringing Bells in Remembrance
In remembrance of members of the Hood
River community who have died from
Covid-19, people will ring bells throughout
our county every Friday at noon. You are
welcome to come to Spirit of Grace and
safely sit in your car, while Sharon rings
the Asbury bell.
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Spirit of Grace

(2021)
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(2022)
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Finance Committee

1140 Tucker Road
Hood River, Oregon 97031
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Email: office@hoodriverchurch.com
Web site: hoodriverchurch.org
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Debby Chenoweth
Dottie Gilbertson
Muriel Ishizaka
Jennifer Fowler
Tom Hart
Shelley Oates
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Zoom Worship Service 10:00am
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(2021)
(2022)
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Board Liaison

Ministry Team Leaders
Worship
Children & Youth
Men’s Ministry
Women’s Ministry
Outreach
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Reception
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Check with the Church Office
Office Hours during COVID
Pastor (Interim)
Sue Seiffert
Please call the church office
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Jennifer Fowler
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Linda Boris, Dottie Gilbertson
Marv Turner
Kris White
Debby Chenoweth
Carol Kyger
Jill McBee & Pat Crompton
Rick McBee

Music Ministry
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Mon 9am to 2pm
Wed 9am to 2pm
Thurs 9am to 2pm

Dottie Gilbertson & Audrey Bentz
Audrey Bentz & Sharon Poynter
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Jill McBee
Ty Sibley
Rose Miller
Sharon Pantley
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Bette Lou Yenne
Oregon-Idaho Annual Conf.

Call
Committee

Linda Boris

Margaret Godard

Debby Chenoweth

Ty Sibley

Dottie Gilbertson

Craig Terry
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