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Beloved Siblings in Christ,

Welcome to the beginning of a new year in the life of the church! While the calendar year of 2021 will draw
to a close at the end of this month, our Christian liturgical year began anew on November 28th with the first
Sunday of Advent.
Advent is a beautiful and theologically rich season, often filled with candles and music, celebrations and
preparations for Christmas and the birth of our savior, Jesus Christ. But this year, in the midst of so many
large-scale crises, changes, and revelations, I am reminded that the season of Advent is about so much more
than simply preparing for Christmas; it is about preparing and readying ourselves for the divine presence of
God to break through and emerge in our broken world – a truly apocalyptic (that is, unveiling and revealing)
event.
In these days, as we dwell in the uncertainty of living in a country that seems hopelessly divided and a pandemic that feels never-ending, it is easy to feel exhausted, overwhelmed, and disheartened by the enormity
of it all. Which is why, this year, we need Advent more than ever before.
We need to be reminded that we believe in a God who is so committed to the promises they have made to us and the love they have for us, that they chose to come and
dwell among us in human form. Christ chose to come into our world not as a king or
a ruler, but as a human child, in order to show us the way to Hope, Peace, Joy, and
Love time and time again – no matter how many times we lose sight of these gifts.
These are not always easy gifts to accept – often they ask more from us than we are
prepared to give, and invite us to enter into that which seems impossible. To look for
hope in a hopeless world – to work for peace rather than settle for injustice – to carry
joy in one hand and grief in the other – to offer love to those consumed by hatred and
anger – this is what it means to be the presence of God in this world, and these are
the gifts Christ teaches us to embody this Advent season.
As we journey towards Christmas this month with eager anticipation, I invite you to pause each week and
consider these themes. Take a quiet moment to light a candle (whether or not it is a part of an advent wreath)
and invite the Spirit to nurture these gifts within your heart, that we might each be the presence of the
Divine in a world so desperately in need of Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love. And on Christmas Eve, may we
rejoice together as we celebrate the divine gift of our God who dwells in and among us, in the past, in our
present, and in the future - regardless of what lies ahead.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
In Peace,
Pastor Miranda

2

Choir members practicing:
Sharon P., Audrey B., Dottie G.

Midweek Advent Worship & Fellowship
As the days grow colder and the nights grow longer, it is time
once again for us to gather as we wait for the coming of Jesus. In this season of waiting, we are reminded that our God
chose to dwell among us in human form. Thus, our midweek
Advent worship theme this year is "Embodied."
You are invited to join us as we gather on Zoom this Advent
to explore the ways our bodily senses form our faith and
shape our spirituality. Each service will include music and
readings, as well as an embodied practice, followed by a time
of fellowship.
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Year-end Gratitude
As this eventful year draws to a close, we want to take a brief moment to offer our gratitude to each and every
person who has given of themselves in order to form and sustain Spirit of Grace! From those who were instrumental in founding this unique community not so long ago, to those whose commitment makes it possible
for our collective ministry to continue: Thank you! Your hard work and dedication have not gone unnoticed.
And thank you especially to everyone who stepped up in numerous ways to support our congregation
throughout our transition process these last couple of years. Times of transition are never easy, and ask much
of all of us. Thanks to your help and perseverance, we are excited to see what 2022 has in store for us as we
begin this new phase in our ministry together!

Remembering Kathy Terry
It has been just over a year since we lost one of our beloved
members, Kathy Terry. Kathy was an instrumental member of
Spirit of Grace, particularly in the early years of forming this
particular community. She stepped up to offer leadership in a
variety of ways throughout the years, including leading
WELCA meetings, Women's Bible Study, FISH distribution,
and so much more. She was an incredible woman who
touched the lives of so many in our congregation and our surrounding community. We hold her family in our hearts and
prayers this holiday season, and remember with joy and gratitude the many ways she formed and impacted us as individuals and as a congregation.

New Member Welcome
On November 21st, Spirit of Grace welcomed two new members to our congregation: James Moudy & Alicia Bermes! Please join us in extending a heartfelt welcome to these two new individuals in our faith community. We are excited to see
the plans God has in store for us unfold along our journey together.
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Serving Our Local Community
Spirit of Grace has been active in serving our community this fall. In addition to serving at the FISH food bank
we have been supporting members of the community
through sharing Thanksgiving meals and helping a family from central America who are seeking asylum in the
Hood River area. Five families from our congregation
provided Thanksgiving meals to families, identified by
The Next Door, who are struggling to make ends meet
or are unable to prepare food for themselves.
Generous members of the congregation and their
friends are helping to furnish a home for a family of 5
who arrived in Hood River this summer after seeking
asylum. The family includes a 9 year old daughter, 4
year old son, and they are expecting a new baby in less
than 2 weeks. Happy Hands has provided baby items,
hats and scarves, and kitchen towels and scrubbies. The
GEM Immigrant Relief Fund is helping by providing
$1500 toward their deposit for a future home rental. In
order to protect the family’s privacy we are not sharing
personal information. Thanks to everyone who has
stepped up to help!
—Debby Chenoweth.

Bell Choir Practice. Linda B. leads the group
made up of our own members and others. Come
hear them play at Dec 19th’s Worship Service!
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FISH Food Bank Report
Spirit of Grace served distribution at FISH
on the week of Thanksgiving. Many thanks
to all who served.
Mon Nov 22: 46 requests = 134 individuals
served.
Wed 24th: 21 requests = 69 individuals
Total 69 requests = 203 individuals.
—Bette Lou Yenne

Quilters for Lutheran World Relief:
Roberta S., Sally H.,
Bette Lou Y., Dottie G.
Gorgeous quilt!!

NOTES FROM THE BOARD meeting on Nov 9, 2021. Submitted by Shelley Oates
We are pleased that Pastor Miranda is settling in well. She is making connections with her peers as well as
with members of Spirit of Grace. She has and is meeting with various church groups. Sharon Poynter and
James Moudy have joined her in a co-hort on racism which is led by the Lutheran Synod and meets twice
monthly via zoom.
Finance has begun work on the 2022 budget. It was recommended to the board that removal of the outreach
house wait until next year. It was also noted there will be two graduating seniors next spring for scholarships.
A recent endowment seminar was held by the United Methodist Church. It provided guidelines for churches
handling endowments such as the John Duckwall Endowment. We are properly handling that fund. It is held
at Edward Jones under fiduciary care. The account is well diversified in numerous mutual funds and bonds.
Gifts of about $4000 are being made annually in the spring to further social justice and causes as set forth by
Mr. Duckwall.
As required by our constitution, the Board approved the application of two new prospective members, Alicia
Bermes and James Moudy. They are attending new member sessions with Pastor Miranda and will be formally enrolled on Sunday Nov 21st. We hope you will be there to welcome them into our church family.
Bob White has resigned from the board and a nominating committee has been formed. We appreciate Bob’s
service and thank him for his time on the Board.
UMC Annual Charge Conference is scheduled for Nov 28th at 5:30 at the church. Pacific Northwest District
Superintendent Tim Overton-Harris will be here to receive various written reports on the past year. It is also
an informal gathering to meet and connect with members of Spirit of Grace. All are welcome.
Qualified Charitable Distribution
A Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) is a wonderful way to support the ministries of Spirit of Grace
and receive key tax benefits. Recent changes in the law have raised to 72 the age at which you are required to withdraw a certain amount of money from your Individual Retirement Account (IRA) each year.
This is your Required Minimum Distribution (RMD). These distributions are taxed as they are withdrawn.
A QCD allows taxpayers age 72 or older to donate to charities directly from their IRA, which allows them
to avoid income tax on this money while supporting our ministries. Because these distributions aren’t added to your income, you may qualify for lower Medicare premiums and Social Security tax rates. They do
count towards your RMD if you are 72 or older. —Tom Hart
Income Comparison as of 10/31/21
General Fund Offerings
Building Expense Reimbursement
Memorial Funds
Solar Panels Fund
Designated Giving
Good News Gardening Rent
Thrivent
FISH Food Bank Rent
Pastor’s Expense Reimbursement

10/31/20
Actual

10/31/21
Budget

91,442.90
5000.00
1320.00
1613.10
1400.00
600.00
26.00
1.00

Totals 101,403.00
Submitted by Tom Hart, Treasurer
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10/31/21
Actual

Difference

90,000.00
0.00
0.00
1666.68
2083.30
500.00
20.84
0.00
0.00

88,113.00

1.00
2000.00

(1887.00)
0.00
0.00
(368.68)
(303.30 )
550.00
(20.84)
1.00
2000.00

94,270.82

94,224.00

(46.82)

1280.00
1780.00
1050.00

Happy Hands: a variety of handmade items are available for sale following church services, up until Dec 19th. Items will vary: dish towels,
wash cloths, knitted hats and scarves, scrubbers, greeting cards, knitted
slippers, and on and on!! You will have fun looking over the variety!!
Christmas Tree for the Sanctuary: Thank you Alan Y.
and Craig T. for getting a tree for our church! The tree will
be decorated Sunday Dec 19th after worship. Cookies, Coffee, and Cocoa may be served, depending on Covid numbers.

December Weekly Reflections
December 5th – Luke 3:4 In what ways are you preparing and making room
for Christ in your heart and your life this holiday season?

Worship 10am Sundays at facebook.com/hoodriverchurch/live.

December 12th – Luke 3:10-11 As so many of us offer gratitude for our
A Facebook acct should not be needed. Services are posted afown abundance at this time of year, take a moment to consider how you can
terward
on Spiritthat
of abundance
Grace website.
share
and redistribute
to others in our community.

Fellowship: after services on Zoom. Computer, tablet,

December
19th – Luke
Tobit.ly/SoGFellowship.
believe in God is to believeMeeting
in the impossiSmartPhone
users1:45
go to
ID is
ble made possible. Where have you seen the fulfillment of God’s promises in
921
8237 9580; password 020535. To call in to fellowship dial
your
life?

1-669-900-6833, using ID and password above.

December 26th – Luke 2:49-50 We aren’t the only ones baffled by Jesus –
even his own parents often could not understand him! How has our
(confusing) Christ caused you to grow in your own understanding recently?

Prayer Requests
Personal prayer requests can be sent to Carol Kyger
at cckyger@gmail.com or call 541-386-6341.

Claire Anderson

3

Dottie Gilbertson

6

Kristen White

11

Arthur Chenoweth

12

Greg Oates

14

George Pantely

20

Jim Anderson
AN: Ruth & Marv
Turner
AN: Sharon & George
Pantely

27
28

Local film “Inspire” is an important topic for our times. Film includes Eric Siekkinen, member and son of Gigi & Jim Siekkinen. In a small Oregon community, a high
school soccer team (HRVHS) struggles to overcome class and racial divide in a quest for
both individual and team success. While Domingo deals with the deportation of his father to Mexico, and Eric painfully learns how to become a captain and command the respect of his Mexican-American teammates, Coach Riviera struggles to keep the team together amidst the pressure of academics and athletics. This coming-of-age feature documentary focuses on the friendship and maturation of three characters and is set against
the backdrop of a segregated American town. The full film is available on iTunes.
To view the trailer you can copy and paste this link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HMmre38vbr0 or type Hood River Film Trailer into your browser.
OPB website has a discussion of the film: https://www.opb.org/article/2021/08/23/new-documentaryfollows-hood-river-high-school-soccer-team/
7

DECEMBER
SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

1
2
9am Quilters
6:30pm Study6:30pm Advent Group
Study Zoom
5
10am Worship

6

7
8
10am Men’s
6:30pm Bell
10am Happy Hands Fellowship (zoom) Choir
5:30pm Financial
Meeting

12
10am Worship

13

9

FRI
3

4
9-1
Women’s
Spirituality

10

11

17

18

24

25

6:30pm StudyGroup

6:30pm Advent
Study Zoom

15
16
9am Quilters
10am Happy Hands 10am Men’s
6:30pm Study6:30pm Bell
Fellowship (zoom) Choir
Group
6:30pm Advent
Study Zoom
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19
20
21
10am Worship
Tree Decorating 10am Happy Hands 10am Men’s
6:00pm Board
Fellowship (zoom)
Meeting

22
23
6:30pm Bell
6:30pm StudyChoir
6:30pm Advent Group
Study Zoom

26
27
28
29
Food on the 4th
6:30pm Bell
10am Worship 10am Happy Hands 10am Men’s
Fellowship
(zoom)
Choir
Lessons and
Carols

30

7pm
Christmas
Eve Service

31

1

6:30pm StudyGroup

Worship Duties
December

SAT

5

12

19

26

Sharon Poynter

Kristen White

Jill McBee

Debby
Chenoweth

Debby
Chenoweth

Sharon Poynter

Kristin Marcroft

Debby
Chenoweth

Sharon Poynter

Sharon Poynter

Advent Lighting

Jennifer Fowler

Kristin & Noah

Cheri & Jim

Sound System
Power Point

Rick McBee

Linda Boris

Lee Huckins
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Sharon Poynter

Board of Directors
Pastor Miranda Bermes-Goller
Tom Hart, Co-Chair
(2021)
Sharon Poynter
(2021)
Shelley Oates Co-Chair
(2020)
Gordon Leigh
(2020)
Michele Sibley
(2022)

Spirit of Grace

Finance Committee

1140 Tucker Road
Hood River, Oregon 97031
Phone: 541-386-3993
Email: office@hoodriverchurch.com
Web site: hoodriverchurch.org

Pastor Miranda Bermes-Goller
Debby Chenoweth
(2021)
Dottie Gilbertson
(2022)
Tom Hart
Treasurer & Payroll
Jennifer Fowler
Financial Secretary
Shelley Oates
Board Liaison

Sunday Worship Times
Worship Service 10:00am in person
and Facebook live
Outdoor Fellowship 11:00am (weather allowing)

Ministry Team Leaders
Worship
Linda Boris, Dottie Gilbertson
Altar Guild
Marlene Lahti
Children & Youth
Men’s Ministry
Women’s Ministry
Outreach
Debby Chenoweth
Prayer Chain
Carol Kyger
Reception/Hospitality
Building
Rick McBee

Education Times
Check with the Church Office
Office Hours
Pastor
Miranda Bermes-Goller
Mon-Wed 9-12 or by appointment
Staff
Jennifer Fowler
Office & Financial Secretary
Mon 9am to 2pm
Wed 9am to 2pm
Thurs 9am to 2pm

Music Ministry
Organist/Piano
Voice Choir
Bell Choir

Dottie Gilbertson & Audrey Bentz
Audrey Bentz & Sharon Poynter
Linda Boris

Staff Parish Relations

Linda Boris
Pastoral Assistant
Tues 9am to 1pm

Jill McBee
Ty Sibley
Rose Miller
Sharon Pantley

(2020)
(2020)
(2021)
(2021)
Representatives

Oregon Synod Assemble
Bette Lou Yenne
Oregon-Idaho Annual Conf.

https://www.facebook.com/HoodRiverChurch
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A Lutheran-Methodist Cooperative Church

Spirit of Grace
1140 Tucker Road
Hood River, Oregon 97031
Phone: 541-386-3993
office@hoodriverchurch.com
hoodriverchurch.org
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