
January 9th, 2022
Baptism of Our Lord

Prelude

Welcome

Thanksgiving for Baptism

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who creates us,
who redeems us,
who calls us by name.
Amen.
Joined to Christ in the waters of Baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and
forgiveness. Let us give thanks together for the holy gift of baptism.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy God, mighty One, gracious Creator: We give you thanks, for in the beginning
your Spirit moved over the waters and you created heaven and earth. By the gift of
water you nourish and sustain us and all living things.
Blessed be God now and forever.

By the waters of the flood you condemned the wicked and saved those whom you
had chosen; Noah and his family. You led Israel by the pillar of cloud and fire
through the sea, out of slavery, into the freedom of the promised land.
Blessed be God now and forever.

In the waters of the Jordan your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the
Spirit. By the baptism of his own death and resurrection your beloved Son has set
us free from the bondage to sin and death, and has opened the way to the joy and
freedom of everlasting life. He made water a sign of the kingdom and of cleansing
and rebirth. In obedience to his command, we make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.



Blessed be God now and forever.

Pour out your Holy Spirit, so that those who are here baptized may be given new
life. Wash away the sin of all those who are cleansed by this water and bring them
forth as inheritors of your glorious kingdom.

To you be given praise and honor and worship through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

Amen.

Gathering Hymn: Gather Us In                                                                           ELW 532, v. 1-2

Greeting & Prayer of the Day

The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit and revealed
him as your beloved Son. Keep all who are born of water and the Spirit faithful in
your service, that we may rejoice to be called children of God, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
Amen.

First Reading: Isaiah 43:1-7

But now, Leah and Rachel and Jacob,
hear the word of YHWH–
the One who created you,
the one who fashioned you, Israel:
Do not be afraid, for I have redeemed you;
I have called you by name; you are mine.
When you pass through the seas, I will be with you;
when you pass over the rivers, you will not drown.
Walk through fire, and you will not be singed;
walk through flames and you will not be burned.
I am YHWH, your God,
the Holy One of Israel, your deliverer.
I give Egypt as ransom for you,
Nubia and Seba in exchange for you.
You are more precious to me than Assyria;
you are honored, and I love you.



I will give people in exchange for you,
whole nations in exchange for your life.
Have no fear, for I am with you;
I will bring you descendants from the east
and gather them from the west.
To the north I will say, ‘Give them up!’
and to the south, ‘Do not hold them back!’
Bring my daughters and sons from afar,
return them from the ends of the earth–
everyone who is called by my Name,
whom I created for my glory,
whom I formed and made! 

Word of God, Word of Life
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 29

Give glory to YHWH, you heavenly court,
give YHWH glory and strength!
Give forth the glory that God’s Name deserves,
and worship YHWH in the splendor of holiness!
The voice of YHWH resounds over the waters;
the God of glory thunders over the raging seas.
God’s voice is powerful,
God’s voice is full of majesty.
The voice of YHWH snaps the cedars,
shatters the cedars of Lebanon.
It makes Lebanon skip like a calk,
and Sirion like a young wild ox.
The voice of YHWH strikes with bolts of lightning;
the voice of YHWH shakes the wilderness,
the wilderness of Kadesh.
The voice of God twists the oaks,
and strips the forests bare;
and in God’s Temple all cry, “Glory!”
YHWH sits in judgement over the flood;
YHWH is its Ruler forever.
Give strength to your people, YHWH!
Bless your people with peace!



Gospel: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 3rd chapter.

The people were full of anticipation, wondering in their hearts whether John might
be the Messiah. John answered them all by saying, “I am baptizing you in water, but
someone is coming who is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not fit to untie! This
One will baptize you in the Holy Spirit and in fire. A winnowing-fan is in his hand
to clear the threshing floor and gather the wheat into the granary, but the chaff will
be burned in unquenchable fire.

When all the people were baptized, Jesus also came to be baptized. And while Jesus
was praying, the skies opened and the Holy Spirit descended on the Anointed One
in visible form, like a dove. A voice from heaven said, “You are my Own, my
Beloved. On you my favor rests.

Word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

Sermon                                                                                             Rev. Miranda Bermes-Goller

Hymn of the Day: Down by the Jordan                                                               WS 3045, v. 3-4



A New Creed - Statement of Faith of the United Church of Canada

Please stand as you are able as we confess our faith in God together:

We are not alone
we live in God’s world.

We believe in God:
who has created and is creating,
who has come in Jesus,

the Word made flesh,
to reconcile and make new,

who works in us and others
by the Spirit.

We trust in God.
We are called to be the Church:

to celebrate God’s presence,
to live with respect in Creation,
to love and serve others,
to seek justice and resist evil,
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen,

our redeemer and our hope.
In life, in death, in life beyond death,

God is with us.
We are not alone.

Thanks be to God. Amen.

Joys & Concerns
If you have any joys, concerns, or prayer requests to share, please type them into the
comment section of the livestream so that we may lift them up together as a community.



Prayers of the People

The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to pray
for the church, the world, and all that God has made.

A brief silence.

By the Holy Spirit, you gather your church and send it out in mission to share the
good news of Jesus. Inspire your faithful people to be fervent in prayer and service,
that all people know they are precious in God’s sight.
God of grace,
hear our prayer.

You reveal your love and power through water and the Spirit. Guard rivers, seas,
and all bodies of water from destruction and pollution. Secure access to clean
water for all, and protect the land from drought and flood.
God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Establish among the nations the blessings of peace. Raise up leaders who will
protect vulnerable people in their care. Strengthen advocates who risk reputation
or retaliation for the sake of mercy and justice.
God of grace,
hear our prayer.

We are joined in baptism to Christ and to one another. Bless those who are newly
baptized and those who are preparing for baptism. Help us to be faithful in
fellowship, worship, evangelism, service, and justice-seeking.
God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of our
prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

Offering



Thanksgiving for the Word

O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through
life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs
of others, and at the end bring all the world to your feast, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, to whom with you and the Holy Spirit be honor and glory forever.
Amen.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Announcements (see end of worship bulletin)

Blessing

God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness,
who rejoices over you,
and who calls you by name,
☩ bless your going out and your coming in,
today and forever.
Amen.

Sending Song: Baptized in Water                                                                                 ELW 456



Dismissal
Go with Christ into a weary world.
Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
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Announcements

Annual Congregational Meeting - will take place next Sunday, January 16th at 11:00am,
immediately following worship. We will decide by Wednesday whether this will take place
in-person or fully via Zoom, but regardless, a Zoom option will be available for whoever
needs it.

January Newsletter was sent out last week, and is filled with important updates,
reflections, and upcoming dates - so be sure to check that out! It will be posted on our
website and Facebook page later this week as well.

SPRC Meeting scheduled for today has been postponed until after our Annual Meeting

Worship Team meeting on Tuesday, January 11th at 9am
Fellowship - after our worship today, anyone who would like to stay for a time of
fellowship is welcome to do so! I’ll keep the Zoom room open for a while, and depending
on how many people stay we can either break off into smaller groups or stay as one large
group to check in with one another, since it’s been a little while since we’ve been able to
gather in person!
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