
September 25h
Season of Creation

Listen to the People of Creation

– Gathering –
Prelude

Welcome

Call to Worship

In the beginning, God created the earth
to bear the abundant fruit of life.
All Creation Sings, telling the story of God.
From the tiny bumblebee bat in its cave,
to the mammoth Blue Whales of the ocean,
All Creation Sings, showing the love of God.
In expansive canyons and on snowy mountain peaks,
In habitats, ecosystems, and biomes across the world,
All Creation Sings, teaching the Word of God
May we be faithful students of Creation,
Listening with hearts open wide.

Confession & Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God,
the continual Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer
of us and all of Creation.
Amen.

Gathered together, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
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Silence is kept for reflection.

God of grace and mercy,
you entrusted us as stewards of your marvelous creation,
but we confess that we have not honored this responsibility.
In a world of abundance, we have created scarcity.
In a world of change and renewal,
we have dug in our heels and resisted these cycles.
In a world built for community and relationality,
We have chosen independence and exerted our own superiority.

We have hurt instead of healed,
hoarded instead of helped,
hastened rather than humbled.

We come to you this day to offer
our deepest sorrow and most humble repentance,
and ask that you show us again your path of new life.

Beloved Siblings in Christ, hear the good news:
In the waters of baptism, God washes away all our sin.
Just as the sun brings a new dawn each day,
So too does God’s Son offer us endless grace and mercy.
In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
May we use this freedom to grow ever closer
to the Divine Creator of all Creation.
Amen.

Opening Hymn                                                      All Things Bright and Beautiful – UMH 147
verses 2 + 4

Greeting & Prayer of the Day

The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Let us pray. Creator God, you formed every child on earth in your own image, that
we might encounter you through one another. Open our eyes and hearts and turn
us toward each other, so that we can work together to repair that which has been
broken, and co-create your Kingdom of Heaven here on earth. In the name of Jesus
of Nazareth, we pray.

Amen.
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– Word –
First Reading: Amos 6:1a, 4-7

Woe to you who live in luxury in Zion,
and to you self-important people on the mountain of Samaria,
Lying on Ivory beds and reclining on their couches,
they dine on lambs from the flock,
and young calves from the stalls.
They hum to the tune of the harp,
and fancy themselves musicians like David.
They drink wine straight from the bottle,
and anoint themselves with the finest oils.
But they show no care for the ruin of Joseph!
That is why they will be the first to be exiled –
they will recite no more at festive banquets.

Word of God, Word of Life
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 146

Alleluia!
Praise YHWH, my soul!
I will praise you all my life;
I will sing praise to my God while I live!

Do not trust in rulers,
in mortals in whom there is no salvation.
When their spirits depart, they return to the earth,
and on that day their plans perish.
Happy are those whose help is the God of Israel,
whose hope is in YHWH, their God,
who made heaven and earth,
the sea and all that is in it!

YHWH, you keep faith forever:
you secure justice for the oppressed;
you give food to the hungry;
you set the captives free;
you give sight to the blind;
you raise up those who were bowed down;
you love those who do justice;
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you protect strangers;
you sustain orphans and the bereaved –
but you thwart the way of the corrupt.

YHWH will reign forever – your God, Zion! –
through all generations. Alleluia!

Gospel: Luke 16:19-31

The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 16th chapter.

And Jesus said, “Once there was a rich person who dressed in purple and linen and
feasted splendidly every day. At the gate of this person’s estate lay a beggar named
Lazarus, who was covered in sores. Lazarus longed to eat the scraps that fell from
the rich person’s table, and even the dogs came and licked Lazarus’ sores. One day
poor Lazarus died and was carried by the angels to the arms of Sarah and
Abraham. The rich person likewise died and was buried. In Hades, in torment, the
rich person looked up and saw Sarah and Abraham in the distance, and Lazarus
resting in their company.
“‘Sarah and Abraham,’ the rich person cried, ‘have pity on me! Send Lazarus to dip
the tip of his finger in water and cool off my tongue, for I am tortured by these
flames!’ But they said, ‘My child, remember that you were well off in your lifetime,
while Lazarus was in misery. Now Lazarus has found consolation here, and you
have found torment. But that’s not all. Between you and us there is a fixed chasm,
so that those who might wish to come to you from here can’t do so, nor can anyone
cross from your side to us.’
“The rich person said, ‘I beg you, then, to send Lazarus to my own house where I
have five siblings. Let Lazarus be a warning to them, so that they may not end in
this place of torment.’ But Sarah and Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the
prophets. Let your siblings hear them.’  ‘Please, I beg you,’ the rich person said, ‘if
someone would only go to them from the dead, then they would repent.’ ‘If they
don’t listen to Moses and the prophets,’ Sarah and Abraham replied, ‘they won’t be
convinced even if someone should rise from the dead!’”

Word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

Sermon                                                                                             Rev. Miranda Bermes-Goller

Hymn of the Day                                                 Creating God, Your Fingers Trace – ELW 684
verses 1, 3, 4
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Affirmation of Faith – Gurukul Theological College, India

Please stand as you are able as we confess our faith in God together using the words of our
common creed:

We believe in God, who creates all things,
who embraces all things, who celebrates all things,
who is present in every part of the fabric of creation.
We believe in God as the source of all life,
who baptizes this planet with living water.
We believe in Jesus Christ, the suffering one, the poor one,
the malnourished one, the climate refugee,
who loves and cares for this world and who suffers with it.
And we believe in Jesus Christ, the seed of life,
who came to reconcile and renew this world and everything in it.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the breath of God,
who moves with God and who moves among and with us today.
We believe in everlasting life in God.
And we believe in the hope that one day
God will put an end to death and all destructive forces.
Amen.

Joys & Concerns

If you have any joys, concerns, or prayer requests to share, please type them into the
comment section of the livestream so that we may lift them up together as a community.
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Prayers of the People

United in Christ and guided by the Spirit, we pray for the church, the creation, and
all in need.

A brief silence.

Loving God, who hears every voice, knows each cry of injustice, and is attentive to
the suffering of the earth: teach us to listen. Reveal to us the ways in which we have
failed to hear your voice in how we treat the earth.
God, who listens to every living thing,
Help us listen as you do.

O God, rich in mercy, fill your church with righteousness, faith, love, endurance,
and gentleness. Empower the baptized by your Spirit to be rich in good works and
ready to share.
God, who listens to every living thing,
Help us listen as you do.

For those who govern and for all in positions of authority. Prevent them from
abusing their power for personal gain, and inspire them to work for the common
good. Bring an end to hatred, violence, and injustice.
God, who listens to every living thing,
Help us listen as you do.

Give food to the hungry. Set the captives free. Lift up those who are bowed down.
Watch over the stranger. Tend to those who are ill (especially). Stir us to act in the
best interest of our neighbors.
God, who listens to every living thing,
Help us listen as you do.

God of peace, we pray for victims of war and violence across the world. Send your
Spirit to show us how to turn swords into plowshares, that nations might work
together to create a culture of peace.
God, who listens to every living thing,
Help us listen as you do.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of our
prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

6



Offering

At this time, if you are willing and able, please consider giving to
Spirit of Grace Church to support our ongoing ministry.

Checks can be mailed to 1140 Tucker Road, Hood River OR, 97031.
Online Donations can be made through the link below:

Spirit of Grace Church

Prayer for the Preservation & Healing of the Earth

Stir up your power, O God, and save your good creation. The earth groans in
travail. Forests fall, oceans rise, crops fail. The air is thick with so much burning.
Free us from the powerful who destroy the air, water, and land. Frustrate their
violence, expose their lies, overthrow their schemes. Pour out over the earth justice
that rolls down like water to nourish the life of the world. Preserve the health of
your beloved creation, especially:

all are invited to name places in creation that have formed and shaped them

Strengthen those who serve and protect the garden of this earth. Restore the choir
of your creatures and let us sing for joy. Gather us at the river, under the tree of life.
Send forth your Spirit to renew the face of the earth; in the name of the one who
from a wounded tree birthed a new creation, Jesus our redeemer. Amen.

Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray now as Jesus taught us, using the
language you are most familiar with - the language of your heart.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
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– Sending –
Announcements

Sending Song:                                                                   Let All Things Now Living – ELW 881
verses 1 + 2

Benediction & Dismissal

In the words of Octavia E. Butler,
“God is change –
seed to tree, tree to forest;
rain to river, river to sea;
grubs to bees, bees to swarm.
From one, many; from many, one.
Forever uniting, growing, dissolving –
forever Changing.
The universe is God’s self-portrait.”

May we dance in delight of this blessing
God has bestowed upon us;
to be a part of this Divine Revelation.
May we live justly and walk humbly,
as we honor the responsibility this entails.
Amen.

Go in peace, the Spirit of God is alive in you!
Thanks be to God!
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1140 Tucker Rd. Hood River, OR 97031
541-386-3993

www.hoodriverchurch.org

Church Office Hours
Closed on Fridays

Pastor Miranda Bermes-Goller
M-Th 9-1, or by appointment

spiritofgracepastor@gmail.com

Linda Boris, Pastoral Assistant
Tuesday 10-1
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