
November 6th
All Saints Sunday

– Gathering –
Prelude

Welcome

Call to Worship

Into the held embrace of God, our Creator and Sustainer:
Let the weary come.
How precious, how fragile, how short is life!
Our lives are but a breath.
The Divine brings us into being,
weaves our lives together,
and ushers us into eternal rest.
Blessed are we when we receive one another.
Sacred is life when it is shared together.
Thanks be to God who gathers us in.

Confession & Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who is eager to forgive
and who loves us beyond our days.
Amen.

Dear friends, together let us acknowledge
our failure to love this world as Jesus does.
Silence is kept for reflection.
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God of mercy and forgiveness,
we confess that sin still has a hold on us.
We have harmed your good creation.
We have failed to do justice,
love kindness,
and walk humbly with you.
Turn us in a new direction.
Show us the path that leads to life.
Be our refuge and strength on the journey,
through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend.
Amen.

Beloved of God:
your sins are forgiven ☩ and you are made whole.
God points the way to new life in Christ,
who meets us on the road.
Journey now in God’s abiding love
through the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Opening Hymn                                                                               For All the Saints – UMH 711
verses 1, 4, 6

Greeting & Prayer of the Day

The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

Let us pray.
Almighty God, you have knit your people together in one communion in the
mystical body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant us grace to follow your
blessed saints in lives of faith and commitment, and to know the inexpressible joys
you have prepared for those who love you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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– Word –

First Reading: Ephesians 1:11-23

In Christ we were willed an inheritance; for in the decree of God – and everything
is administered according to the divine will and counsel – we were predestined to
praise the glory of the Most High by being the first to hope in Christ. In Christ you
too were chosen. When you heard the Good News of salvation, the word of truth,
and believed in it, you were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, who is the pledge
of our inheritance, the deposit paid against the full redemption of a people who are
God’s own – to the praise of God’s glory.

From the time I first heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and your love for all of the
holy ones, I have never stopped thanking God for you and remembering you in my
prayers. I pray that the God of our Savior Jesus Christ, the God of glory, will give
you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation, to bring you to a rich knowledge of the
Creator.
I pray that God will enlighten the eyes of your mind so that you can see the hope
this call holds for you – the promised glories that God’s holy ones will inherit, and
the infinitely great power that is exercised for us who believe. You can tell this from
the strength of God’s power at work in Jesus, the power used to raise Christ from
the dead and to seat Christ in heaven at God’s right hand, far above every
sovereignty, authority, power or domain, and above any other name that can be
named – not only in this age, but also in the age to come. God has put all things
under Christ’s feet and made Christ, as the ruler of everything, the head of the
church, and the church is Christ’s body; it’s the fullness of the One who fills all of
creation.

Word of God, Word of Life
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 149 (translation by Nan C Merril)

Praise the Beloved!
Sing a joy-filled song praising
the Blessed One among the people!
Be glad in the Creator,
rejoice in Love divine!

Praise the Divine Lover with dancing,
with melodies and voice!
For the Beloved dwells within,
journeying with us through all our lives,
Leading us in truth and love.
The humble are adorned with honor,
the faithful exult you in glory,
singing for You with thankful hearts!
With truth on our tongues,
with gratitude as our friend,
we are in harmony with the universe,
as we hold hands with all the people.
The chains of oppression are broken,
the fetters of injustice unbound.
The realm of Peace and Love shall reign!
Glory abides with those who are faith-filled.
Praise the Beloved!
All people on earth,
welcome Love’s Companioning Presence
who abides in your hearts!
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Gospel: Luke 6:20-31

The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 6th chapter.

Looking at the disciples, Jesus said,
“You who are poor are blessed, for the reign of God is yours.
You who hunger now are blessed, for you’ll be filled.
You who weep now are blessed, for you’ll laugh.
You are blessed when people hate you, when they scorn and insult
you and spurn your name as evil because of the Chosen One.
On the day they do so, rejoice and be glad:
your reward will be great in heaven,
for their ancestors treated the prophets the same way.
But woe to you who are rich,
for you are now receiving your comfort in full.
Woe to you who are full, for you’ll go hungry.
Woe to you who laugh now, for you’ll weep in your grief.
Woe to you when all speak well of you,
for their ancestors treated the false prophets in the same way.

“To you who hear me, I say: love your enemies. Do good to those who hate
you, bless those who curse you, and pray for those who mistreat you. When
they slap you on one cheek, turn and give them the other; when they take
your coat, let them have your shirt as well. Give to all who beg from you.
When someone takes what is yours, don’t demand it back.

“Do to others what you would have them do to you. If you love those who
love you, what credit does that do you? Even ‘sinners’ love those who love
them. If you do good only to those who do good to you, what credit does
that do you? Even ‘sinners’ do as much. If you lend to those who you expect
to repay you, what credit does that do you? Even ‘sinners’ lend to other
‘sinners,’ expecting to be repaid in full. Love your enemies and do good to
them. Lend without expecting repayment, and your reward will be great.
You’ll rightly be called children of the Most High, since God is good even to
the ungrateful and the wicked.”

Word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

Sermon                                                                                             Rev. Miranda Bermes-Goller

Hymn of the Day                                                                           By All Your Saints – ELW 421
verses 1 + 2
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Affirmation of Faith – Nicene Creed

Please stand as you are able as we confess our faith in God together using the words of our
common creed:

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come.  Amen.
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Remembrance of the Saints
*liturgy credit: enfleshed, adapted by Miranda Bermes-Goller

God, you have been with us throughout the ages.

You have bore witness to the ways in which the story of us - of all that has come
into being - has been woven together piece by piece, life by life.
We recognize, today, that it is because of the saints who have gone before us, that
we are. Those who have struggled for justice, who have given so that others may
live more freely - we would not be, if not for them.
We are because they were.

We also hold in remembrance the ones whose lives were taken by injustice, the
ones who never knew their own belovedness, the ones who passed on our faith, the
ones who gave us art, gave us song, gave us poetry.
We are because they were.

Like us, we know they were imperfect too. There is no life that is not messy and
contradictory, often betraying the very justice and love we seek to embody. And yet,
you, O God, promise that our labor to Love is never made in vain.
We are because they were.

Because of those who have loved us – those who have nurtured us, embraced us,
celebrated us, or supported us.
We are because they were.
In remembrance and gratitude, we name the saints who have shaped our lives and
being.

Names are read aloud.

Hymn: If We Live, We Live to the Lord – ACS 1025

As the hymn is sung, all are invited to come forward and light a candle in memory of
loved ones

Help us to lean on the witness of those who have gone before us, drawing on the
love, justice, community, and faith that weaves us together, generation after
generation - past, present, and future.

A bell is rung once for each name read aloud, with a final toll for all those unnamed.

With gratitude and in remembrance, we pray, Amen.
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Joys & Concerns

If you have any joys, concerns, or prayer requests to share, please type them into the
comment section of the livestream so that we may lift them up together as a community.

Prayers of the People

United in Christ and guided by the Spirit, we pray for the church, the creation, and
all in need.

A brief silence.

Holy One, the earth is yours and all that dwells within it. Care for places ravaged by
natural disasters, especially those in danger by recent storms and floods. Quell
raging fires and halt destruction caused by flooding.
Hear us, O God,
Your mercy is great.

Holy One, you bless those who are poor, hungry, and reviled. Provide food,
housing, and security to all who are vulnerable or in crisis. May those who have
more than enough give generously.
Hear us, O God,
Your mercy is great.

Holy One, you raise up leaders to guide your people. Kindle in them a passion to
care for others, a desire to seek the common good, and the courage to love their
enemies.
Hear us, O God,
Your mercy is great.

Holy One, hold us in community with one another. Nurture a spirit of abundant
hospitality and intentional inclusion among us, welcoming the gifts of adults and
children. Inspire creative visions for our life together.
Hear us, O God,
Your mercy is great.

God of peace, we pray for victims of war and violence across the world. Send your
Spirit to show us how to turn swords into plowshares, that nations might work
together to create a culture of peace.
Hear us, O God,
Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.
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Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of our
prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

Offering                                                                                      Special Music – Sharon Poynter

At this time, if you are willing and able, please consider giving to
Spirit of Grace Church to support our ongoing ministry.

Checks can be mailed to 1140 Tucker Road, Hood River OR, 97031.
Online Donations can be made through the link below:

Spirit of Grace Church

– Word –

Offertory Prayer
Blessed are you, Maker of all things.
As you have entrusted us with all that you have created,
now gather our gifts,
nourish us with this sacrament,
and send us to those who hunger and thirst,
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

Preface - TFWS 2257-a

It is right, and a good and joyful thing,
always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Almighty God, creator of heaven and earth.
Before the mountains were brought forth, or you had formed the earth,
from everlasting to everlasting, you alone are God.
You created light out of darkness and brought forth life on the earth.
You formed us in your image and breathed into us the breath of life.
When we turned away, and our love failed, your love remained steadfast.
You delivered us from captivity, made covenant to be our sovereign God,
and spoke to us through your prophets.

And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Sanctus - TFWS 2257-b
Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ,
in whom you have revealed yourself, our light and our salvation.
In his baptism and in table fellowship he took his place with sinners.
Your Spirit anointed him to preach good news to the poor,
to proclaim release to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind,
to set at liberty those who are oppressed,
and to announce that the time had come
when you would save your people.

By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection
you gave birth to your Church, delivered us from slavery to sin and death,
and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit.
On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread,
gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said:
"Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me."

When the supper was over he took the cup,
gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said:
"Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,
poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me."

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ,
we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving
as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for us,
as we proclaim the mystery of faith.

Memorial Acclamation - TFWS 2257-c

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here,
and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ,
that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood.

By your Spirit make us one with Christ,
one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world,
until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly banquet.

Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church,
all honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and forever.
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Great Amen - TFWS 2257-d

Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us, using the
language you are most familiar with - the language of your heart.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Instructions for Communion

This table of bread and wine has now been made ready.
So come to this table,
You who have much faith
and you who would like to have more;
you who have been here often
and you who have not been here long
you who have tried to follow Jesus,
and you who have failed;
Come and eat. It is Christ who invites us all to meet him here.

Communion Distribution
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Prayer After Communion
We give you thanks, most gracious God,
that you have fed us with the bread of heaven
and given us a foretaste of Paradise.
Enliven us to be your body in the world
and to serve those who are in need;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

– Sending –
Announcements

Sending Song:                                                     My Hope is Built on Nothing Less – ELW 597
verses 1, 3, 4

Benediction & Dismissal

God, who gives life to all things
and frees us from despair,
bless you with truth and peace.
And may the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
guide you always in faith, hope, and love.
Amen.

Go in peace, the Spirit of God is alive in you!
Thanks be to God!
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1140 Tucker Rd. Hood River, OR 97031
541-386-3993

www.hoodriverchurch.org

Church Office Hours
Closed on Fridays

Pastor Miranda Bermes-Goller
M-Th 9-1, or by appointment

spiritofgracepastor@gmail.com

Linda Boris, Pastoral Assistant
Tuesday 10-1
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