
April 21st, 2024
Fourth Sunday of Easter

Prelude

Welcome & Announcements

Call to Worship

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

How do we come to know the love of God?
Not through word or speech alone!
The love of God is truth and action.
Embodied and incarnate.
Tangibly turning the world on end,
Their love is bold and brave.
Manifesting materially,
that life may thrive today,
Their presence is a force.
Love is felt. Love is witnessed.
Love is experienced and encountered.
Thanks be to God
who dwells in the flesh of the kind and the just.
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Thanksgiving for Baptism

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God,
the wellspring of grace,
our Easter and our joy.
Amen.

Look, here is water!
Here is our water of life! Alleluia!

Immersed in the promises of baptism,
let us give thanks for what God has done for us.
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning
your voice thundered over the deep
and water became the essence of life.
Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers.
The ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day.
Miriam led the dancing as your people passed through the sea
into freedom’s land.
In a desert pool the Ethiopian official
entered your boundless baptismal life.

Look, here is water!
Here is our water of life! Alleluia!

At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John
and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection
you opened the floodgates of your reconciling love,
freeing us to live as Easter people.
We rejoice with glad hearts,
giving all honor and praise to you,
through the risen Christ, our source of living water,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

Look, here is water!
Here is our water of life! Alleluia!

Opening Hymn Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing!
ELW 385 – verses 1-4
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Greeting & Prayer of the Day

The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Living Word, whose love abides in us, You call us to love in truth and action. Give
courage to our hearts so we may love your beloveds. Open our ears to the wisdom
of those you send, who might otherwise be dismissed. Transform our charity into
justice over all the earth. In the name of the Risen Christ, who taught us in this way
we pray.
Amen.

First Reading: Acts 4:5-12

When the leaders, the elders, and the scribes met the next day in Jerusalem, Annas
the high priest, Caiaphas, Jochanan, Alexander, and all who were of the high
priestly class were there. They brought Peter and John before them and began to
interrogate them: “By what power and in whose name have you done this?”
Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, spoke up: “Leaders of the people! Elders! If
we must answer today for a good deed done to a person who was unable to walk,
and explain how this person has been made whole, then you and all the people of
Israel must realize that it was done in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom
you crucified and whom God raised from the dead. In the power of that Name, this
person stands before you perfectly sound. This Jesus is ‘the stone rejected by the
builders which has become the cornerstone.’ There is no salvation in anyone else,
for there is no other name under heaven given to the human race by which we
must be saved.”

Word of God, Word of Life
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 23

O my Beloved, You are my shepherd,
I shall not want;
You bring me to green pastures for rest
and lead me beside still waters
renewing my spirit;
You restore my soul.
You lead me in the path of goodness
to follow Love’s way.

Even though I walk through the valley
of the shadow of death,
I am not afraid;
For You are ever with me;
your rod and your staff
they guide me,
they give me strength and comfort.

You prepare a table before me
in the presence of all my fears;
you bless me with oil,
my cup overflows.
Surely goodness and mercy will follow me
all the days of my life;
and I shall dwell in the heart of the Beloved forever.
Amen.

Gospel Acclamation Halle, Halle, Hallelujah – ELW 172
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Gospel: John 10:11-18

The Holy Gospel according to John the 10th chapter.

[Jesus said to them],
I am the good shepherd.
A good shepherd would die for the sheep.
A hired hand, who is neither shepherd
nor owner of the sheep,
catches sight of the wolf coming
and runs away,
leaving the sheep to be scattered
or snatched by the wolf.
That’s because the hired hand works only for pay
and has no concern for the sheep.
I am the good shepherd.
I know my sheep and my sheep know me,
in the same way Abba God knows me
and I know God –
and for these sheep
I will lay down my life.
I have other sheep
that don’t belong to this fold –
I must lead them too,
and they will hear my voice.
And then there will be one flock,
one shepherd.
This is why Abba God loves me –
because I lay down my life,
only to take it up again.
No one takes my life from me;
I lay it down freely.
I have the power to lay it down,
and I have the power to take it up again.
This command I received from my Abba.”

Word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

Sermon Rev. Miranda Bermes

Hymn of the Day The King of Love my Shepherd Is
ELW 502 – verses 1, 2, 3, 6
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Affirmation of Faith: Ionian Creed

Please stand as you are able as we confess our faith in God together:

We believe in God above us,
maker and sustainer of all life,
of sun and moon, of water and earth,
of male and female.
We believe in God beside us,
Jesus Christ, the word made flesh,
born of a woman, servant of the poor,
tortured and nailed to a tree.
A man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief,
he died alone and forsaken.
He descended into the earth
to the place of death.
On the third day he rose from the tomb.
He ascended into heaven,
to be everywhere present throughout all ages,
and His kingdom will come on earth.
We believe in God within us,
the Holy Spirit burning with Pentecostal fire,
life-giving breath of the Church,
Spirit of healing and forgiveness,
source of all resurrection and of eternal life.
Amen

Joys & Concerns
If you have any joys, concerns, or prayer requests to share, please type them into the
comment section of the livestream so that we may lift them up together as a community.
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Prayers of the People

Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the
church, the world, and all those in need of good news.

A brief silence.

Shepherding God, gather your church whenever we wander from you and one
another. Empower our church in ministries around the world to worship and serve
alongside global companions as equal partners and coworkers in the gospel.
God of grace,
Receive our prayer.

Nurturing God, preserve the health of biomes and ecosystems. Inspire scientists,
researchers, conservation organizations, and all people entrusted with the task of
caring for creation, that we may be better stewards of the world around us.
God of grace,
Receive our prayer.

Almighty God, lead nations and communities to share resources, cooperate in
solving conflicts, and listen to the wisdom of Indigenous peoples. Help all those
with power to share it and to use such power for good. We pray especially this day
for those enduring genocide in Palestine, and for the workers for peace and justice
who put their lives at risk to protect your people and your creation.
God of grace,
Receive our prayer.

Loving God, protect the very young and the very old, those living without housing,
victims of domestic abuse, and all who live with chronic illness or compromised
immune systems. Guide communities to actively care for people who are
vulnerable.
God of grace,
Receive our prayer.

Gracious God, help this and all communities of faith to listen for your voice. Call us
away from things that distract us from following you. Invite us to more deeply love
and serve people who are lonely, isolated, and on the margins.
God of grace,
Receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of our
prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.
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Offering
At this time, if you are willing and able, please consider giving to

Spirit of Grace Church to support our ongoing ministry.
Checks can be mailed to 1140 Tucker Road, Hood River OR, 97031.

Online Donations can be made through the link below:
Spirit of Grace Church

Offertory Prayer
Risen One,
you call us to believe and bear fruit.
May the gifts that we offer here
be signs of your abiding love.
Form us to be your witnesses in the world,
through Jesus Christ, our true vine.
Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving

Preface - TFWS 2257-a

It is right, and a good and joyful thing,
always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Almighty God, creator of heaven and earth.
You formed us in your image and breathed into us the breath of life.
When we turned away, and our love failed, your love remained steadfast.
You delivered us from captivity, made covenant to be our sovereign God,
brought us to a land flowing with milk and honey,
and set before us the way of life.

And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Sanctus - TFWS 2257-b
Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ.
By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection
you gave birth to your Church,
delivered us from slavery to sin and death,
and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit.
By your great mercy we have been born anew
to a living hope through the resurrection of your Son from the dead
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and to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading.
Once we were no people, but now we are your people,
declaring your wonderful deeds in Christ,
who called us out of darkness into his marvelous light.
When the Lord Jesus ascended, he promised to be with us always,
in the power of your Word and Holy Spirit.

On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread,
gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said:
"Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me."

When the supper was over he took the cup,
gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said:
"Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,
poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me."

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ,
we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving
as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for us,
as we proclaim the mystery of faith.

Memorial Acclamation - TFWS 2257-c

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here,
and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ,
that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood.

By your Spirit make us one with Christ,
one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world,
until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly banquet.

Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church,
all honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and forever.

Great Amen - TFWS 2257-d
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Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us, using the
language you are most familiar with - the language of your heart.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion

This table of bread and wine has now been made ready.
So come to this table,
You who have much faith
and you who would like to have more;
you who have been here often
and you who have not been here long
you who have tried to follow Jesus,
and you who have failed;
Come and eat. It is Christ who invites us all to meet him here.

Communion Distribution
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Prayer after Communion

Shepherding God,
you have prepared a table before us
and nourished us with your love.
Send us forth from this banquet
to proclaim your goodness
and share the abundant mercy of Jesus,
our redeemer and friend.
Amen.

Sending Song: Touch That Soothes and Heals
ACS 939 – verses 1-4

Blessing
Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

The God of resurrection power,
the Christ of unending joy,
and the Spirit of Easter hope
☩ bless you now and always.
Amen.

Dismissal
Go in peace. The Spirit of God is alive in you!
Thanks be to God!
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1140 Tucker Rd. Hood River, OR 97031
541-386-3993

www.hoodriverchurch.org

Church Office Hours
Closed on Fridays

Pastor Miranda Bermes-Goller
M-W 9-1, or by appointment

spiritofgracepastor@gmail.com
Linda Boris, Pastoral Assistant

Tuesday 10-1
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