
April 7th, 2024
Second Sunday of Easter

Prelude

Welcome & Announcements

Call to Worship

Peace be with you!
And also with you!

The Holy Spirit lives within you.
She also lives within you.

Let us gather in the presence of the Redeemer,
the Beloved who sets forth the path of Life.

Thanksgiving for Baptism

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God,
the wellspring of grace,
our Easter and our joy.
Amen.

Look, here is water!
Here is our water of life! Alleluia!
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Immersed in the promises of baptism,
let us give thanks for what God has done for us.
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning
your voice thundered over the deep
and water became the essence of life.
Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers.
The ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day.
Miriam led the dancing as your people passed through the sea
into freedom’s land.
In a desert pool the Ethiopian official
entered your boundless baptismal life.

Look, here is water!
Here is our water of life! Alleluia!

At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John
and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection
you opened the floodgates of your reconciling love,
freeing us to live as Easter people.
We rejoice with glad hearts,
giving all honor and praise to you,
through the risen Christ, our source of living water,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

Look, here is water!
Here is our water of life! Alleluia!

Opening Hymn Now the Green Blade Rises
ELW 379 – verses 1-4

Greeting & Prayer of the Day

The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
God of abundance, We are thankful for the beauty all around us. Weave us together
in a life full of goodness and joy. Help us to move in harmony with one another and
with all Creation. Let us travel on your path toward release in your presence.
Amen.
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First Reading: Acts 4:32-35

The community of believers was of one mine and one heart. None of them claimed
anything as their own; rather, everything was held in common. The apostles
continued to testify with great power to the resurrection of Jesus Christ, and they
were all given great respect; nor was anyone needy among them, for those who
owned property or houses would sell them and give the money to the apostles. It
was then distributed to any members who might be in need.

Word of God, Word of Life
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 133

Behold, how good and pleasant it is
when brothers and sisters dwell in unity!
It is like vistas seen from
atop a mountain one has climbed,
or like the stillness of a sunset
after a long day’s work.

It is like a shimmering rainbow,
breaking through a summer rain.
When men and women dwell in harmony,
the star of Truth appears!

Gospel Acclamation Halle, Halle, Hallelujah – ELW 172
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Gospel: John 20:19-31

The Holy Gospel according to John the 20th chapter.

In the evening of that same day, the first day of the week, the doors were locked in
the room where the disciples were, for fear of the Temple authorities.
Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” Having said this,
the savior showed them the marks of crucifixion.
The disciples were filled with joy when they saw Jesus, who said to them again,
“Peace be with you. As Abba God sent me, so I’m sending you.”
After saying this, Jesus breathed on them and said,

“Receive the Holy Spirit.
If you forgive anyone’s sins, they are forgiven.
If you retain anyone’s sins, they are retained.”

It happened that one of the Twelve, Thomas – nicknamed Didymus, or “Twin” –
was absent when Jesus came. The other disciples kept telling him, “We’ve seen
Jesus!”
Thomas’ answer was, “I’ll never believe it without putting my finger in the nail
marks and my hand into the spear wound.”
On the eighth day, the disciples were once more in the room, and this time
Thomas was with them. Despite the locked doors, Jesus came and stood before
them, saying, “Peace be with you.”
Then, Thomas, Jesus said, “Take your finger and examine my hands. Put your hand
into my side. Don’t persist in your unbelief, but believe!
Thomas said in response, “My Savior and my God!”
Jesus then said,

“You’ve become a believer
because you saw me.
Blessed are those who have not seen
and yet have believed.”

Jesus performed many other signs as well – signs not recorded here – in the
presence of the disciples. But these have been recorded to help you believe that
Jesus is the Messiah, the Only Begotten, so that by believing you may have life in
Jesus’ Name.

Word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

Sermon

Hymn of the Day Christ Has Risen
TFWS 2115 – verses 1-4
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Affirmation of Faith: Ionian Creed

Please stand as you are able as we confess our faith in God together:

We believe in God above us,
maker and sustainer of all life,
of sun and moon, of water and earth,
of male and female.
We believe in God beside us,
Jesus Christ, the word made flesh,
born of a woman, servant of the poor,
tortured and nailed to a tree.
A man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief,
he died alone and forsaken.
He descended into the earth
to the place of death.
On the third day he rose from the tomb.
He ascended into heaven,
to be everywhere present throughout all ages,
and His kingdom will come on earth.
We believe in God within us,
the Holy Spirit burning with Pentecostal fire,
life-giving breath of the Church,
Spirit of healing and forgiveness,
source of all resurrection and of eternal life.
Amen

Joys & Concerns
If you have any joys, concerns, or prayer requests to share, please type them into the
comment section of the livestream so that we may lift them up together as a community.
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Prayers of the People

Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the
church, the world, and all those in need of good news.

A brief silence.

Your church cries out, O God, and you listen. As you drew near to the disciples,
draw near to us this day. Breathe on us your Holy Spirit, that our faith is renewed
and we witness to your love.
God of grace,
Receive our prayer.

Your creation cries out, O God, and you listen. Nurture trees, crops, wildflowers,
and all growing things. Guide farmers, gardeners, arborists, and others who tend
the soil and nurture plants into life.
God of grace,
Receive our prayer.

Your world cries out, O God, and you listen. Guide police, firefighters, paramedics,
and other first responders to work for the well-being of communities and the
dignity of every person, that no one may need to live in fear.
God of grace,
Receive our prayer.

Your children cry out, O God, and you listen. Hear your people crying out for
justice, for an end to racism and other oppression, and for a world where all are fed
and safe. We pray for all who cry out in suffering or pain

Prayer for Palestine
God of grace,
Receive our prayer.

Your congregations cry out, O God, and you listen. Renew pastors, deacons,
musicians, and other staff, administrators, and volunteers who facilitated Holy
Week and Easter worship. Open our hearts to discern where God calls each of us to
serve.
God of grace,
Receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of our
prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.
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Offering
At this time, if you are willing and able, please consider giving to

Spirit of Grace Church to support our ongoing ministry.
Checks can be mailed to 1140 Tucker Road, Hood River OR, 97031.

Online Donations can be made through the link below:
Spirit of Grace Church

Prayer of Thanksgiving

Risen One,
you call us to believe and bear fruit.
May the gifts that we offer here
be signs of your abiding love.
Form us to be your witnesses in the world,
through Jesus Christ, our true vine.
Amen.

The Disciples’ Prayer
Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us, using the
language you are most familiar with - the language of your heart.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
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Sending Song: Touch That Soothes and Heals
ACS 939 – verses 1-4

Blessing
Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!
The God of resurrection power,
the Christ of unending joy,
and the Spirit of Easter hope
☩ bless you now and always.
Amen.

Dismissal
Go in peace. The Spirit of God is alive in you!
Thanks be to God!

1140 Tucker Rd. Hood River, OR 97031
541-386-3993

www.hoodriverchurch.org

Church Office Hours
Closed on Fridays

Pastor Miranda Bermes-Goller
M-Th 9-1, or by appointment
spiritofgracepastor@gmail.com
Linda Boris, Pastoral Assistant
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